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Each follows his or her own bent (selected work from the Black-Diamond Photo Competition). 
Photo by Wang Wenyang | 


HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK 


An Ancient City Transformed 


O The last few years of construction have greatly changed 
Beijing’s appearance. A ten-year development plan will trans- 
form the capital city of China into a metropolis of beauty and 
culture (p 12). 


Call for a New International Order 


O At a recent seminar in Beijing, Chinese scholars on interna- 
tional studies stressed that the building of a new international 
order should be based on the Five Principles of Peaceful 
Co-existence. They said non-interference in other countries’ 
internal affairs is a major ingredient of the new order (p. 8). 


Role of Water Conservancy Works In Flood 
Control 


O The water conservancy projects built with 26.3 billion yuan 
in government funding between 1949 and 1988 demonstrated 
their crucial role by reducing losses from the floods which hit 
some parts of China in June and July by some 320 billion yuan 
(p. 25). 


Special Political Activists 


© Many members of democratic parties and non-party people 
now hold leading posts in central and local government depart- 
ments under the CPC’s multi-Party co-operative and political 
consultative system. The Beijing municipal government has 
used the channel to involve democrats in the discussion and 
administration of state affairs by inviting them to serve as 
special supervisors. This report describes how they carry on 
their work and the experience they have gained (p. 22). 


Forelgn-funded Enterprises Do Well In China 


O Chinese customs announced July 30 that imports and ex- 
ports by foreign-funded enterprises in China during the first 
six months of 1991 increased to over US$11.67 billion, up 47.5 
percent, making up 20.4 percent of China’s total imports and 
exports (p. 5). 
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EVENTS / TRENDS 


LIU JIANGUO 


Defense Minister Qin Jiwei (left) toasting the PLA’s 64th anniversary at a reception 


on July 31. 


PLA’s 64th 
Anniversary Marked 


efense Minister Qin Jiwei 
D has praised the Chinese 

People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) for its active participa- 
tion in the nationwide drive to 
promote economic growth and 
socialist culture and ethics and 
the enhanced unity between the 
army and the government, and 
between the army and the peo- 
ple. 

Speaking at a Beijing reception 
in honour of the 64th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the PLA 
on July 31, the general pointed 
out that since early summer the 
PLA units have played a key role 
in fighting against the country’s 
worst floods in decades and par- 
ticipated in numerous rescue op- 
erations in disaster-stricken 
areas. 

The units have exhibited great 
valour during the battle, and 
have feared neither hardship nor 
fatigue, said Qin. They have 
contributed greatly to protecting 
state property and the people, 
and have thus won high acclaim 
from both the Party and the peo- 
ple. 
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Qin noted that the PLA has 
proven itself worthy of the Party, 
the people and socialism. 

At the reception, Qin said 
China must further strengthen 
its national defense and the army 
should keep up military training, 
improve logistics and modernize 
its weaponry. 

“We must work hard to trans- 
form the PLA into a modern, 
regularized and revolutionized 
army,” Qin said. 


He said that together with peo- 
ple of all nationalities in China, 
the PLA will make greater con- 
tributions to the attainment of 
the objectives of the second 
| phase of China’s national econo- 
mic and social development, and 
to the realization of a peaceful 
reunification of China, as well as 
to the maintenance of peace and 
stability in the world. a 


Li Optimistic About 
Anti-Flood Work 


Ihe Chinese Party and gov- 
; ernment has a cohesive 


force to pull the nation 
through the disaster, said Pre- 
mier Li Peng during a meeting 
with outgoing Spanish Ambassa- 
dor E. Bregolat, the first Sin- 
gaporean Ambassador to China 
Cheng Tong Fatt, and the new 
Colombian Ambassador F. Echa- 
varria Olarte on July 30 in Bei- 
jing. 

The premier told the ambas- 
sadors that although the losses 
caused by the flooding were ser- 
ious, they were limited to only 
part of the country. “The people 
in the flood-stricken areas have 
followed the leadership of the 


The International Red Cross distributing biscuits to people in flood-hit Anhui 


Province. 


YU JIE 
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CPC and the government, and, 
in the spirit of hard work and 
self-reliance, are working all out 
to minimize losses, resume prod- 
uction and rebuild their homes,” 
Li said. 

“During the battle against the 
floods, we have received sympa- 
thy and assistance from the in- 
ternational community, to which 
I hereby express sincere appre- 
ciation on behalf of the Chinese 
people,” Li said. 

In another related matter, in- 
formation from the Ministry of 
Public Health revealed that the 
incidence of diseases such as he- 
patitis is increasing in the disas- 
ter areas due to contaminated 
water and poor food hygiene. 

State Councilor Li Tieying 
stressed at a national telephone 
conference on July 30 that in 
order to curb the incidence and 
spread of such epidemic diseases, 
at least 5 percent of the relief 
budget allocated by the central 
and local governments as well as 
10 percent of domestic and inter- 
national donations to each flood- 
stricken districts should be spent 
on disease control. 

He urged the public health de- 
partments at various levels to 
spare no efforts in health work in 
the flood stricken areas and oth- 
er areas where epidemic diseases 
might occur. 

Chen Minzhang, minister of 
public health, reiterated the state 
policy of “prevention first,” and 
asked for the strengthening of 
epidemic surveillance and re- 
porting. 

Cases of hepatitis, polio and 
typhoid as well as food poisoning 
should be reported to the minis- 
try every day, Chen said, adding 
that the ministry will publish di- 
sease statistics from across the 
country every 10 to 15 days. 

According to Chen, the min- 
stry has dispatched specialists 
from the China Academy of 
Preventive Medicine to Jiangsu, 
Anhui and Hubei provinces. 

About 7,000 medical and anti- 
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epidemic teams of 80,000 medi- 
cal personnel have been dis- 
patched to nine provinces includ- 
ing Anhui, Jiangsu, Hubei and 
Henan. 

To further strengthen leader- 
ship, the State Council has set up 
a national leading group for di- 
saster rescue and disease control. 
Headed by State Councilor Li 
Tieying, the group will help work 
out a national strategy and coor- 
dinate actions among state de- 
partments. 

The Ministry of Public Health 
and health administrative de- 
partments in each province will 
be responsible for disease treat- 
ment and control. | 


Foreign-Funded Firms: 
More imports, Exports 


mports and exports by 
I foreign-funded enterprises in 

China during the first six 
months of 1991 increased by 47.5 
percent to over US$11.67 billion, 
and the figure accounted for 20.4 
percent of China’s total imports 
and exports, according to the 
Chinese customs. 

Customs statistics show that 
exports by enterprises with ex- 
clusive foreign investment 
amounted to US$880 million, up 
97.5 percent over the same per- 
iod last year; while exports of 
co-operative enterprises with 
Chinese and foreign investment 
recorded a 47.4 percent increase; 
and exports of Sino-foreign joint 
ventures were up 52.5 percent. 

Exports of goods processed 
with imported materials rose and 
accounted for the largest propor- 
tion of the total exports by these 
enterprises. , 

The report said that among 
the overseas-funded firms, ex- 
port items, jncluding machinery, 
textiles, clothing and shoes, wit- 
nessed a marked increase. Ex- 
ports of electrical machinery ex- 
ceeded US$1.62 billion, up 58.8 
percent. At the same time, tex- 


tiles and shoes reported hefty in- 
creases of 53 percent and 93.1 
percent respectively. 

In imports, these enterprises 
bought goods valued at over 
$US3.9 billion, up 70 percent, 
which consisted mainly of electr- 
ical machinery, equipment, elec- 
tronic devices, raw materials and 
chemicals, and material for the 
textile and garment industries. 

The export and import volume 
of China’s five special economic 
zones, Shenzhen, Zhuhai, Shan- 
tou, Xiamen and Hainan, to- 
talled US$8.3 billion, of which 
48 percent, US$3.98 billion, was 
earned by foreign-funded enter- 
prises. 

These zones export 59 percent 
of their electronic devices, tex- 
tiles and garments to Hong 
Kong. Japan, the United States, 
Singapore and Taiwan also im- 
ported products from the zones. 

a 


_ Forum Emphasizes 


Water Conservation 


forum on the Water and 
As Conservation Law 

opened on July 23 to dis- 
cuss how to control and protect 
water and soil resources by draw- 
ing on the lessons from the sev- 
ere floods that have stricken 
South China since summer set in. 

The law, which was issued re- 
cently, emphasizes prevention in 
overall planning, comprehensive 
harnessing of the waters and the 
strenthening of government con- 
trol in this field. 

Yan Kegiang, vice-minister of 
water resources, said that in 
China, one of the biggest country 
in the world, the water and soil 
erosion has grown so serious that 
it has endangered economic con- 
struction, especially rivers, lakes 
and water conservancy facilities. 

According to Yan, each year 
several billion tons of sand enter 
the rivers throughout the coun- 
try, of which 1.4 billion tons silt 
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up reservoirs and irrigation 
areas, undermining the flood 
draining capability of rivers and 
the regulating and depositing 
capability of lakes and reser- 
VOirs. 

If water and soil conservation 
is not improved in the upper 
reaches of rivers, flooding will be 
more serious at the middle and 
lower reaches, an expert at the 
forum said. 

Another expert said that water 
and soil conservation is a main 
factor in running a state as well 
as a potential way to help raise 
mountain areas above the pover- 
ty line. It can also reduce sur- 
face runoff, retain excessive wat- 
er and lessen the incidence of 
landslide. 

For example, in the three 
flood-stricken counties in the 
suburbs of Beijing, places where 
water and soil conservation work 
was well done were able to ward 
off the threat of flood and mud- 
rock flow. . 

The forum concluded that 
enhanced public awareness is es- 
sential to the implementation of 
the Water and Soil Conserva- 
tion Law. Middle and primery 
schools should include such top- 
ics in their geography class- 
es, and professional personnel 
trained in colleges and universi- 
ties. 

The floods in South China 
have spurred 145 counties in 


nine provinces in the upper and 
middle reaches of the Yangtze 
River to a new wave of tree- 
planting, according to the Minis- 
try of Forestry. 

The ministry planned for 700,- 
000 hectares of trees to be plant- 
ed. Seeds would be sown from 
planes and tree seedlings are 
being raised in the rainy season. 

Some 90 percent of the year’s 
plan has already been accom- 
plished and local officials are 
preparing land for next year’s 
planting.  ] 


Preserving Old Glory 
In Construction Boom 


mong new buildings con- 
Anes in Beijing in re- 

cent years, a new flat at 
Juer Alley in downtown is the 
most conspicuous. 

With a slanting roof, a court- 
yard surrounded by houses, and 
a floorspace of 2,700 square 
metres, the three-storey building 
sits in harmony with the quad- 
rangles around it. The lighting, 
water supply and sewer systems 
are much improved. 

While residents in the neigh- 
bourhood admire the roomy 
flats, experts say that it satisfies 
people’s desire for larger living 
space and at the same time 
keeps the features of quadran- 
gle. Hence the nickname “quasi- 


quadrangle.” ; 

Wu Liangyong, the designer of 
the building project, is an archi- 
tect and professor at Qinghua 
University. He said that his con- 
tribution is only a patch to the 
old dress of Beijing. 

Wu described Beijing as a pre- 
cious dress, and said it will be 
worn out as time passes by. “We 
should not discard it because of 
this. On the contrary, we must 
patch it up,” he added. 

Beijing, having served as a 
capital city for more than 3,000 
years, was known as Dadu (Big 
Capital) during the Yuan Dynas- 
ty (1271-1368). Since the found- 
ing of the People’s Republic of 
China in 1949, a principle of 
combining building reform and 
protection has been adopted in 
the city’s urban development. 
Palaces, temples, quadrangles 
and historical sites have been 
preserved while the city wall has 
been demolished and buildings 
constructed. 

A few years ago, the municipal 
government issued a regulation 
regarding the height of buildings 
within the city. According to the 
regulation, the area around the 
Forbbiden City and other key 
protection zones should be kept 
in its original style, and high 
buildings are forbidden. j 

Jn central Beijing today, there 
are still some 3 or 4 million 
square metres of old and dilapi- 


left: Part of the “quasi-quadrangle;”Right: A traditional quadrangle that still can be seen in many places in Beijing. 


LI HAIBO 


ed 
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dated houses. To date, the muni- 
cipal government has given the 
go-ahead to rebuild more than 30 
areas with such houses. 

Wu said that the reform must 
be arranged in good working or- 
der and maintain a_high- 
standard design. | 


Cotton Shortage Holds 
Up Textile Industry 


s one of the world’s largest 
A ection producing coun- 

tries, China is still running 
short of cotton. Even a bumper 
harvest last year can not help 
much. Some of the textile mills 
may find it tough going because 
of raw material shortage. 

According to Wu Wenying, 
minister of textile industry, prof- 
its of 1,334 state-owned textile 
plants surveyed declined by 38 
percent in the first five months 
this year compared with the 
same period in 1990, with 46 per- 
cent of them in red. 

The main reason for this, Wu 
said, was raw material shortage, 
which has left many textile 
plants running at half capacity. 

At the same time, stockpiles of 


textile products are growing. Sta- . 


tistics show that cloth kept in 
stock in the first half of this year 
was 12 percent more than in the 
same period last year, a great 
portion of which was of poor 
quality. 

At a recent national confer- 
ence on the textile industry, it is 
suggested that losing enterprises 
should suspend production rath- 
er than continue piling up their 
stocks and incurring. further 
losses. , 

The conference was told that 
the state does not plan to impose 
production quotas on state-run 
textile enterprises during the lat- 
ter half of this year. 

China’s textile industry, a pil- 
lar of the national economy, is 
among the largest in the world. 
It employs more than 8 million 


BEIJING REVIEW, AUG. 12-18, 1991 


EVENTS / TRENDS 


workers and boasts about 40 mil- 
lion spindles. 

Last year, China harvested 
4.31 million tons of cotton after 
five consecutive lean harvests. In 
the same year, it raised the price 
of ginned cotton 27 percent to 
seven yuan per kilogramme to 
encourage more farmers to grow 
the cash crop. As a result, farm- 
ers in the country are estimated 
to have planted 6.6 million hec- 
tares of cotton this year, nearly 
20 percent more than the pre- 
vious year. 

Even with a promising harvest 
in sight, some experts predict, 
the domestic demand for cotton 
will be hard to meet, since the 
textile industry only consumes 
about 5 million tons yearly. 

Minister Wu said rural cotton 
mills, which have mushroomed 
thoughout the country over the 
past few years, have been vying 
with state plants for raw mater- 
ial. 

The rural cotton mills, mostly 
run by farmers, have a total of 
11.4 million spindles, consuming 
about 1.75 million tons of cotton 
annually, nearly half the coun- 
try’s total yield. 

“We cannot obtain enough cot- 
ton to meet the demand in the 
near future,” Wu said, adding 
that much of the country’s lim- 
ited cultivated land have been 
used to produce food for the 
country’s 1.13 billion people. 

To tackle the cotton shortage, 
experts say, the textile industry 
should turn to the chemical fibre 
market. The country’s chemical 
fibre output last year reached 
1.47 million tons, nearly 30 per- 
cent of the total raw materials 
needed by the industry. 

In order to improve per-unit 
cotton output, the country will 
have to increase its investment in 
the development of new strains 
and pesticides, and devise more 
effective measures to treat and 
prevent diseases of cotton plants, 
experts suggested. 

by Staff Reporter Shuang Yu 


Guangdong Declares 
People’s War on Drug 


uangdong will launch a 
GG ore’ war” against 

drug trafficking and 
abuse, a provincial official of 
south China’s Guangdong Prov- 
ince said on July 10. 

The official said that Guang- 
dong will go all out to crack 
down on drug trafficking and 
abuse and gradually eliminate 
the domestic drug-consumption 
market within a year or two. 

In recent years, these prob- 
lems have become rampant in 
the province. The official noted 
that Guangdong has become one 
of the important channels for in- 
ternational drug trafficking, ad- 
ding that overseas drug traffick- 
ers have been transporting drugs 
produced in the “Golden Trian- 
gle” in Southeast Asia through 
Guangdong to international mar- 
kets. 

During the ten years since 
the province issued a tempor- 
ary provision on drug traffick- 
ing and abuse in 1981, a total of 
1,000 cases have been exposed, 
over 2,500 drug traffickers ar- 
rested, and nearly 400 kilo- 
grammes of heroin and 1,400 kil- 
ogrammes of opium and other 
drugs seized. 

In 1989, the provincial secur- 
ity department cracked a drug 
ring in co-operation with the Un- 


‘ited States, Canada and Hong 


Kong police. Some 14,500 
grammes of heroin were seized 
and 18 criminals were arrested in 
Guangdong in that operation. 

Since last May, Guangdong 
has given top priority to the 
crackdown on drug trafficking 
and abuse. 

On July 11, a quantity of il- 
legal heroin and opium was 
burned in Guangzhou, capital of 
the province, for the first time in 
the history of the People’s Re- 
public. | 


INTERNATIONAL 


Building a Just World Order 


by Zhang Zhenhuang 


Recently, about 50 renowned Chinese experts and 
scholars were invited to a seminar, sponsored by 
the China Institute of International Studies, to ana- 
lyse the historical background and discuss contents 
and prospects pertaining to the establishment of a 
new international political and economic order. This 
story reflects some of their main viewpoints. 


Deng Xiaoping pointed out 

the necessity to build a new 
international order and proposed 
some ideas for its construction. 
Since the Gulf crisis, US Presi- 
dent George Bush talked about 
the basic goals and principles of 
establishing a new world order 
and the US role in it. The Soviet 
Union, the European countries 
and Japan also aired their views, 
while the third world countries 
have long cried out for changing 
the old world. 


| ee in 1988, Chinese leader 


Different Views 


Since the Gulf crisis, Ameri- 
can personages in office or in 
the public sector have repeated- 
ly voiced their opinions on the 
formation of a new world order. 
The US leaders underscore the 
United States’ leading role in the 
process. Specifically, the United 
States believes it is the only su- 
perpower in the world and wants 
to position itself well for the next 
century, an “American century.” 
It stresses partnership with its 
Western allies and advocates 
strengthening their co-ordination 
through power sharing. At the 
same time, it pays attention to 
the leverage of international or- 
ganizations such as the United 
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Nations and regional organiza- 
tions. The US is concerned with 
the spreading of American val- 
ues, ideology, political and econ- 
omical models in the world. 
Backed by military forces, it will 
build a new world security struc- 
ture to ensure. stability and con- 
trol arms proliferation, eliminat- 
ing practical or potential threats 
to the interests of the United 
States. To safeguard its strate- 
gical interests, the United States, 
if necessary, will not hesitate to 
resort to force. 

Other Western countries, 
though sharing similar views 
with the United States, have 
their own motives in building a 
new world order. Britain stresses 
European conformity with the 
United States and British-US 
special relations while advocat- 
ing the doctrine of a European 
centre and a greater democratic 
league extending from the Atlan- 
tic to the Urals or even beyond. 

France enthusiastically pur- 
sues a European federation as 
a balance. It accentuates the 
North-South question, supports a 
new order based on North-South 
unity and stresses the leading 
role of the United Nations. 

The German-proposed “world 
peace order” is based on ligali- 
ty, respect for human rights and 


self-determination for all coun- 
tries. It wants an equal partner- 
ship and strives to spread the 
models of the European Com- 
munity and the Conference on 
Security and Co-operation in Eu- 
rope. 

Japan seeks a new world or- 
der based on dialogue and co- 
ordination manipulated by the 
tri-polar “US-Europe-Japan” 
structure. It also attaches import- 
ance to power diplomacy cen- 
tered on the Asian-Pacific region 
and wants to play a dominant 
role in the establishment of a 
new Asian-Pacific region. 

Western Europe and Japan 
share similar views with the Un- 
ited States in maintaining pros- 
perity and stability of the global 
capitalist system and in trans- 
forming the world with Western 
views and values. But they tend 
to stress an equal partnership 
of Western alliance and a co- 
ordinating system which would 
ensure a joint Western control of 
the world. 

The Soviet Union wants to 
build an international order 
based on the established norms 
and the general principles of 
state-to-state relations. It looks 
for a comprehensive internation- 
al security system and holds 
that equal security should be es- 
tablished on balanced interests. 
It desires to realize non- 
ideological state-to-state rela- 
tions and to solve international 
disputes through political means. 
It also supports each coun- 
try’s sovereignty, independence, 
equality and freedom to choose 
its social system, holding that na- 
tional economic security should 
be based on equality and mutual 
benefits. It supports a UN role in 
maintaining peace and promot- 
ing development. 

The broad third world coun- 
tries have many common points 
in building a new world order. 
While stressing sovereign inde- 
pendence, they oppose external ° 
interference and global hege- 
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mony. They advocate equality 
among countries irrespective of 


their territorial size. They em- - 


phasize the urgent need to esta- 
blish a new international eco- 
nomic order. For example, the 
experts at the seminar said, Indi- 
an President Ramaswami Venka- 
taraman said that a new world 
order should be democratic, 
multi-lateral, just and fair. In- 
donesian leaders called for up- 
holding the UN Charter, abiding 
by the ten principles of the Ban- 


dung Conference and opposing 


foreign aggression and inter- 
ference. Salim Ahmed Salim, 
secretary-general of the Organi- 
zation of African Unity, argues 
that African countries should 
choose their democratic form in 
accordance with their concrete 
national conditions. He opposed 
the big powers’ imposing their 
will on others. Bolivian President 
Jaime Paz Zamora held that the 
world’s democratic forces could 
prevent a mono-polar world. He 
pointed out that it ran counter to 
the history to exercise hegemony 
in modern times. The Male De- 
claration of the fifth summit 
meeting of the South Asian As- 
sociation for Regional Co- 
operation expressed serious con- 
cern over tariff barriers, huge 
foreign debt and outflow of 
funds which are unfavourable to 
developing countries. It strongly 
advocated improving the eco- 
nomic situation in developing 
countries and building a reason- 
able international economic or- 
der through pooled efforts and 
North-South dialogues. 

The different views on build- 
ing a new international order re- 
flect various current and long- 
term strategic interests of differ- 
ent countries. The international 
order is not, therefore, an abs- 
tract existence beyond every 
country’s interests; instead, it re- 
flects the change in the balance 
of power in the world and the 
interest demand of different 
forces. 
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A Sound Basis 


Historical‘and realistic experi- 
ences indicate that a new inter- 
national! order established on the 
basis of the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence (mutual 
respect for sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity, non-aggression, 
non-interference into each oth- 
er’s internal affairs, equality and 
mutual benefit, and peaceful 
coexistence) will be fundamen- 
tally different from the old one 
characterized by hegemony of 
big powers. It conforms to the 
fundamental interests of the peo- 
ple of all countries and is condu- 
cive to world peace and human 
progress. 

The Five Principles of Peace- 
ful Coexistence as the basis of 
the new international order have 
the following features: (1) Scien- 
tific character. The five princi- 
ples summarize the most fun- 
damental principles of the in- 
ternational law, conform to the 
purposes and principles of the 
United Nations Charter and re- 
flect the essential feature of new 
international relations. (2) Com- 
patibility. The five principles do 
not contradict with nor repel 
other generally recognized prin- 
ciples of international law. They 
supplement each other and are 
compatible with each other. (3) 
Stability. Since China and some 
other Asian countries initiated 
the Five Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence in the mid-1950s, 
their vitality has been tested by 
the changeable situation of the 
world for more than 30 years. 
According to incomplete statis- 
tics, the treaties, communiques, 
declarations and statements 
China has signed with more than 
90 countries have all recognized 
the five principles. This shows 
that more and more countries 
have agreed that the five princi- 
ples are correct norms in dealing 
with state-to-state relations and 
basis for the establishment of a 
new international order. 


Concrete Contents 


The nucleus of the new inter- 
national order should be that all 
countries are independent and 
equal members of the interna- 
tional community no matter how 
big or small, strong or weak, rich 
or poor they are. That all coun- 
tries, big or small, are equal does 
not contradict the important 
role, special duties and responsi- 
bilities shared by big countries 
in establishing and safeguarding 
the international order. Coun- 
tries of the world are either big 
or small, strong or weak. This is 
an objective reality. The equality 
here, in a strict sense, refers 
to “sovereign equality” or legal 
equality among all the nations. 
This means that big nations must 
not suppress small ones, the 
strong must not maltreat the 
weak and the rich must not bul- 
ly the poor in international re- 
lations. World affairs should be 
participated by all the countries 
and resolved through consulta- 
tions. However, this does not 
deny the important role and in- 
fluence of the big nations. Their 
position requires that they share 
special duties and responsibilities 
for maintaining world peace and 
stability, reducing arms, promot- 
ing the development of all the. 
countries and protecting the en- 
vironment. To recognize the spe- 
cial duties and responsibilities 
shared by big nations is not equal 
to recognizing their “special pri- 
vilige” to monopolize world af- 
fairs. 

With regard to non- 
interference in internal affairs, 
the UN Charter stipulates: “No- 
thing contained in the present 
Charter should authorize the 
United Nations to invervene in 
matters which are essentially 
within the domestic jurisdiction 
of any state.” The principle of 
non-interference in each other’s 
internal affairs refers mainly to: 
(1) No country has the right to 
directly or indirectly interfere in 
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another’s internal and diplomat- 
ic affairs for any reason; (2) No 
country should use or encourage 
the use of economic, political 
or other means to force anoth- 
er country to submit, or benefit 
from it; (3) No country should 
organize, help, fund, instigate or 
connive at subversive, terrorist 
or armed activities which are 
intended to overthrow the gov- 
ernment of another country by 
violent means, or incite internal 
disorder of another country; (4) 
No country should deprive and 
prevent another country from 
choosing and pursuing its own 
political, economic, social and 
cultural systems. 

However, now some persons 
ignore these principles stipulated 
by the international documents, 
using various pretexts to inter- 
vene in other countries’ internal 
affairs and violating the princi- 
ple of non-interference in inter- 
nal affairs. 

The world today is diverse. 
The situation for each country is 
greatly different. Each one has 


the right to independently choose 
its social, political and economic 
system and development road in 
accordance with its own condi- 
tions. Any country, particularly 
big powers, should not intervene 
in other countries’ internal af- 
fairs, or impose their own values, 
ideologies and development mo- 
dels on others. This is important 
if a new international order is to 
be established. 

The establishment of a new in- 
ternational economic order is of 
urgent significance at present 
and is indispensable to a new in- 
ternational order. Although the 
Special UN General Assembly 
adopted the declaration on esta- 
blishment of a new international 
economic order and programme 
of action in 1974, the economic 
situation in the developing coun- 
tries has remained unchanged. 
Instead, the rich have become 
richer and the poor grown poor- 
er. The differences between the 
North and the South has been 
widening. At present the econ- 
omies of various countries are 


Moscow Summit Cements 
US-Soviet Co-operation 


by She Duanzhi 


Gorbachev and US Presi- 
dent George Bush signed 
the Strategic Arms Reduction 
Treaty (START) July 31 that for 
the first time reduces long-range 
nuclear missiles and bombers at 
the end of a two-day summit 
meeting in Moscow. 
The document, about 700 
pages long, took nine years to 
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negotiate. It lays down stringent 
conditions for checking and ver- 
ifying the destruction of about 
one third of the superpowers’ 
Strategic nuclear arsenals. 
Under the treaty, to be carried 
out ovet seven years, the Soviet 
long-range nuclear bombers will 
be cut by 35 percent overall and 
the United States by 28 percent. 
The Soviet Union will cut its 


becoming increasingly interde- 
pendent and economic factors 
are playing a more important 
role in international politics. A 
new international political order 
cannot be set up on the basis 
of the old international econo- 
mic order. It is necessary to re- 
form the old international econo- 
mic relations and to replace them 
by a just, reasonable, equal and 
mutually beneficial new inter- 
national economic order which 
guarantees exchange of equal 
values. 

The experts present at the sem- 
inar also expressed their views on 
how to bring into play the UN’s 
positive role in establishing a 
new international order, which is 
a. long and difficult task. China 
as a socialist country and an 
important member of the third 
world wishes to make persistent 
efforts in establishing a just and 
reasonable new international or- 
der, safeguarding world peace 
and promoting human develop- 
ment with other peoples of the 
world. | 


10,800 warheads to 8,000, while 


the 12,000 US warheads will be 
reduced to 10,400. 

At the signing ceremony, Gor- 
bachev said, “The document be- 
fore us marks a moral achieve- 
ment and a major breakthrough 
in our countries’ thinking and 
behaviour.” 

“It represents a major step for- 
ward for our mutual security 
and the cause of world peace,” 
Bush said, adding, “By building 
trust, we pave the path to peace.” 

The Moscow summit, original- 
ly scheduled for February 11-13, 
was postponed to June because of 
the outbreak of the Gulf war, the 
independence crisis of the Soviet 
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Baltic republics, and US-Soviet 
differences over interpretations 
of the Treaty on Conventional 
Forces in Europe, and then was 
put off again. On July 6, foreign 
ministers from the two countries 
settled the key differences on 
strategic arms reductions in their 
talks in Washington. On July 17, 
at the London summit of the 
G-7 industrial nations, Gorbach- 
ev and Bush finalized the date 
for their Moscow summit. 

The signing of the START 
treaty during the summit meet- 
ing, although a significant event, 
was largely symbolic and a mat- 
ter of formality. More impor- 
tantly, the treaty does not prev- 
ent the superpowers from 
improving the quality of 
their weapons. The real signific- 
ance is that the summit set the 
basic tone for US-Soviet re- 
lations in the 1990s — from 
stressing arms control talks 
to economic and political co- 
operation and regional conflicts. 

“This summit marks a new be- 
ginning: the prospect that we can 
put an end to a long era as adver- 
Saries, write a new chapter in the 
history of our two nations, forge 
a new partnership and a sturdy 
peace,” Bush said in a speech de- 
livered at the Moscow Institute 
for International Relations. 

The two countries issued a 
joint statement on the Middle 
East in which they promised to 
co-sponsor a Middle East peace 
conference in October and do 
their utmost to promote peace 
process in the region. 

In another joint statement, the 
two presidents stated that the is- 
sue of Yugoslavia should be set- 
tled by the various nationalities 
in Yugoslavia “through peace- 
ful talks and constructive dia- 
logues.” 

Gorbachev, while toasting to 
“new frontiers of Soviet- 
American relations,” demanded, 
“Co-operation between the su- 
perpowers should bring econo- 
mic improvement to the people 
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Economic Aid 


As at their meeting in London, 
Bush reaffirmed US support for 
Gorbachev’s bold economic and 
political reform. “We stand with 
you,” he said. 

However, Bush warned against 
any expectation of direct finan- 
cial help to the Soviets. “A shor- 
tage of foreign capital is not what 
plunged your economy into cris- 
is, nor can your economic ills 
be cured by simple infusion of 
cash,” the US president said. 

He said US aid will depend on 
the Soviet “democratic and mar- 
ket reforms.” Specifically, he 
said the next step for the Soviet 
Union is to develop an econo- 
mic plan with the International 
Monetary Fund and World Bank 
to move from a centrally- 
controlled economy to a free- 
market system. 

At the opening of the Moscow 
summit July 30, Bush awarded 
Gorbachev the long-sought eco- 
nomic prize — the most- 
favoured-nation trade status 
(MFN). 

Praising a new Soviet law 
drastically easing emigration, 
Bush said, “As a consequence, 
when I return to Washington, I 
will submit to Congress the US- 
Soviet trade agreement we signed 
one year ago.” 

“Then we can grant the So- 
viet Union most favoured na- 
tion trade status,” Bush said. 

A series of agreements were 
signed during the summit. One 
pledged US assistance to im- 
prove food distribution, tran- 
sportation, oil exploration, con- 
version of military plants and 
economic education in the Soviet 
Union. The White House said 
Bush would ask Congress for up 
to US$20 million for the pro- 
gramme. 

Bush also announced that he 
would urge US lawmakers to re- 
peal restrictions limiting credits 


and trade for the Soviet Union 
and would accelerate efforts to 
conclude agreements on taxation 
and investment. 


Game of Balance 


During his stay in Moscow, 
Bush also met Boris Yeltsin, 
president of the Russian Republ- 
ic and other noted figures of 
different political backgrounds. 
Yeltsin and Bush had 40 minutes 
of talks. The Russian president 
said he was grateful to Bush “for 
giving such impetus in such a 
speedy way to promote our un- 
derstanding.” 

“T’m satisfied,” Yeltsin said. 

“So am I,” Bush said. 

The meeting indicated that 
Bush hopes to strengthen US in- 
fluence on Moscow by establish- 
ing personal relations with local 
Soviet leaders and the oppos- 
ition. 

Commenting on a protocol 
for technical and economic co- 
operation signed between the two 


countries, a US official said a 


key feature was that it allowed 
Washington to deal directly with 
all levels of government in the 
Soviet Union, including the indi- 
vidual republics. 

However, Bush was careful to 
maintain the balance — encour- 
aging and respecting the emerg- 
ing “democratic forces” while 
supporting Gorbachev. 

While the summit meeting was 
conducted in a co-operative at- 
mosphere, some disputes remain. 
Bush urged Moscow to end sub- 
sidies to Cuba, reduce defence 
spending and grant freedom to 
the Baltic republics of Latvia, 
Estonia and Lithuania. Washing- 
ton and Moscow also differed on 
the Kurile Islands that are occu- 
pied by the Soviets but claimed 
by the Japanese. Bush mentioned 
on two separate occasions the 
Soviet-Japanese dispute and 
linked the resolution of the issue 
with the provision of large-scale 
Western investments and aid. w 
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Beijing’s development blueprint for the 1990s is now 
being put into execution. The target is to transform 
the capital of China and the nation’s political, 
cultural and international centre into a metropolis 
of beauty. 


BEIJING PROFILE (I) 


A City Marching Towards Modernization 


by Our Staff Reporter Zhang Zhiping 


in Beijing over recent years 
has been the continued im- 
provement in the city’s appear- 
ance. The multi-complex 
high-rise buildings, the stylish 
flyovers spanning traffic hubs, 
and the direct-dial telephone ser- 
vice reaching all parts of the 
world have added a modern fla- 
vour to the ancient city. Accord- 
ing to Chen Xitong, mayor of 
Beijing, the city in the past de- 
cade has completed housing con- 
struction of 90.84 million square 
metres, 4.5 times the total floor- 
space available in the city in 
1949. Moreover, in the 1990s, the 
city is expected to begin urban 
construction efforts on an even 
larger scale. 
The Beijing West Railway Sta- 
tion (see sketch), the capital’s 


T' most noticeable change 
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first large project to be undertak- 
en during the Eighth Five-Year 
Plan period (1991-95), will re- 
quire 2.35 billion yuan (US$440 
million) in investment to develop 
more than 300,000 square metres 
of floorspace. Scheduled to break 
ground this year, the new rail- 
way Station will have six plat- 
forms and 13 parking lines and 
will be able to accommodate 60 
pairs of trains daily. A support- 
ing project, a two-storey mod- 
ern service building, will also 
be built. 

In the next five years, the Bei- 
jing municipal government plans 
to build more than 30 additional 
key infrastructure projects with 
a total investment of more than 
20 billion yuan, an increase of 43 
percent over the previous five- 
year plan period. 


Major Projects 


The 1980s saw rapid construc- 
tion of Beijing’s infrastructure 
through the use of 15.84 billion 
yuan in investment, two times 
the total of the previous 31 years. 
Compared with 1980, the city’s 
water supply ability rose 32 per- 
cent in 1990, reaching 2.151 mil- 
lion tons daily; and its installed 
electrical capacity increased 17.9 
percent to 2.079 million kw. 
The residents’ utilization rate of 
cooking gas rose from 62.5 per- 
cent to 84 percent, and the city’s 
concentrated heat supply area 
rose 2.86 times to reach to 
an area of 16.1 million square 
metres. More than 3,000 km of 
highways and 73 flyovers were 
built. The city has also great- 
ly improved its telecommuni- 
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cations facilities with domestic 
direct-dial service .reaching 767 
cities and international direct- 
dial service to 185 countries and 
regions. The city is now China’s 
largest telecommunications hub 
and information centre. 

A total of 90.84 million square 
metres of structure were com- 
pleted in the past ten years, in- 
cluding 50.718 million square 
metres of apartment buildings 
spread throughout more than 70 
residential districts. The satellite 
towns and county seats, con- 
struction for which has taken ini- 
tial shape, have begun to al- 
leviate the transportation and 
housing burden from the down- 
town area. 

According to the municipal 
planning department, the plan 
for overall urban and rural con- 
struction of the capital over the 


next decade is as follows: 

—Control the city’s expansion 
and improve infrastructure facil- 
ities in the downtown area, high- 
light its function as a political 
centre, protect the city’s tradi- 
tional architectural style, and ex- 
pedite renovation of the city’s 
southern district. 

—Develop the urban district’s 
peripheral areas. A new 4-square 
km residential quarter named 
Wangjing will be built to the 
north of the Jiuxianqiao area, 
and construction of the Lugu Re- 
sidential Quarter in the Shijing- 
shan District will be completed. 

—Siress development of the 
suburban areas. The city will 
build a 2-square km industrial 
district in the Yizhuang area by 
the Beijing-Tianjin-Tanggu Ex- 
press Way and between Beijing’s 
first and second ring roads. The 


district is slated for development 
of export-oriented enterprises 
and will be gradually turned into 
a satellite town. Several other 
such satellite towns and a num- 
ber of market towns with com- 
plete public facilities; beautiful 
settings and local character will 
be built. Construction of the 
four major satellite towns of 
Huangcun, Tongzhen, Changp- 
ing and Yanshan will be given 
special support in order to curtail 
the influx of the rural population 
into the downtown area and at- 
tract city residents, thus easing 
the pressure on the urban area. 

~— Build another batch of in- 
dustrial township districts and 
improve prospects for the rural 
area. 

--Continue to give priority to 
such urban infrastructure con- 
struction as water, gas and heat 


Sketch Map of Major Projects for 8th Five-Year Plan 
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supply systems, transport and 
communications, and environ- 
mental sanitation, making sure 
that the projects keep pace with 
other construction projects. 

Regarding transport and com- 
munications, in addition to the 
Beijing West Railway Station 
project, the city also plans to ex- 
pand the Beijing Airport, widen 
the airport road and complete 
the Xixiang: project in west Bei- 
jing. This last project includes an 
ll-km road, nine flyovers and 60 
km of underground water and 
gas pipes and power, telecom- 
munications lines and cables. 
Construction to complete the 
south section of the Second Ring 
Road is scheduled to begin next 
year, and a 13.5-km underground 
railway from Shijingshan to Ba- 
wangfen is expected to be com- 
pleted by 2000. 

The second phase of construc- 
tion of the Beijing No. 9 Water 


Works, a project which will add 
500,000 tons to the city’s daily 
water supply, is under way. The 
Gaobeidian Sewage Works will 
raise the city’s waste water puri- 
fication rate from the present 10 
percent to 22 percent when it is 
completed by the turn of the cen- 
tury. Other projects include the 
Ming Tomb Power Station and 
the Gaobeidian Thermal Power 
Plant with a combined installed 
capacity of 2.82 million kw. The 
completion of the Gaobeidian 
and Shijingshan thermal power 
plants will raise the city’s ther- 
mal power plant-heated area 
from the present rate of 20 per- 
cent to 40 percent by the end of 
the century, and increase heated 
floorspace by 27 million square 
metres. The gas production pro- 
jects of the Beijing Iron and Steel 
Co. and the Beijing Coke Works 
are expected to supply an addi- 
tional 1.3 million cubic metres of 
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A section of the Beijing-Tianjin-Tanggu Express Way.. 


14 


gas daily., 

Housing construction will be 
quickened by combining con- 
struction of new living quarters 
with the renovation of old, dila- 
pidated houses. According to 
the planning department, no less 
than 5 million square metres of 
housing are expected to be built 
annually, raising urban per- 
capita living space from the pre- 
sent 7.7 square metres to around 
9.5 square metres in the year 
2000. At the same time, 500,000 
square metres of old, dangerous 
housing will be renovated an- 
nually. The first stage of the pro- 
ject will include 37 blocks of old 
housing covering an area of 340 
hectares, pull down 1.6 million 
square metres of dilapidated 
houses and build 35.3 million 
square metres of new ones. The 
goal is to basically eliminate the 
critical shortage of housing. 


Beautification 


Beijing’s sand storms were 
once such a nuisance that, in the 
early days of liberation, the staff 
of one embassy requested relo- 
cating the embassy to avoid the 
problem. 

Over the past decades, howev- 
er, particularly in recent years, 
Beijing has made much headway 
in its afforestation and environ- 
mental beautification efforts. 
Compared with the Sixth Five- 
Year Plan period (1981-85), the 
city’s annual number of windy 
days during the Seventh Five- 
Year Plan period (1986-90) 
dropped from 100 to 76 days, 
sand storm days from four to 
three days, and the dusty days 
from 74 to 45 days. The city’s 
ecological environment was thus 
greatly improved -and the dam- 
age caused by wind and sand re- 
duced. 

In the past decade, 188 public 
commons were built in the urban 
area, greatly increasing the ci- 
ty’s per-capita plant- and tree- 
covered land area, some 5.14 
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This landscaped garden in Beijing’s Dongzhimen area used to be a sewage ditch. 


square metres and 20.1 percent 
respectively in 1980. The rate of 
land planted to trees in the sub- 
urban area has increased from 
16.6 percent to 28.2 percent. The 
city is now greened by an ecolog- 
ical forest to its north, shelter- 
forests in the remote mountains, 
cash-crop orchids in the subur- 
ban hilly areas, tree belts skirting 
the farmland on the plains, and 
public gardens and commons 
studding the urban area. The im- 
portance attached to such ecolog- 
ical protection is helping to cur- 
tail pollution by waste water, 
waste gas and industrial residue, 
and has brought noise pollution 
under initial control. 

In the next ten years, the city 
will give priority to afforestation 
of surrounding hilly areas. Tree 
belts will be built in areas strick- 
en by sand storms while the sub- 
urban hilly areas will be turned 
into fruit production bases. The 
main roads and rivers will be 
flanked by trees and more publ- 
ic gardens and commons will be 
built in the city proper to ensure 
that the city has flowers bloom- 
ing three-quarters of the year 
and lush trees all year round. In 
addition, a number of specially 
landscaped parks will be built. 

Regarding environmental pro- 
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tection, priority will be given to 
preventing and treating air pol- 
lution, protecting sources of 
drinking water and controlling 
industrial residue and noise pol- 
lution. Along with the construc- 
tion of the Gaobei- 
dian Sewage Works, 
some small and 
medium-sized sewage 
works will be built on 
the upper reaches of 
rivers flowing across 
the city. The most 
seriously polluted sec- 
tions of the Tonghui 
and Liangshui rivers, 
for example, will be 
dammed, and an en- 
closed urban refuse 
recycling and trans- 
port system and 
pollution-free garbage 
disposal facilities will 
be introduced. 

This year, the Bei- 
jing municipal gov- 
ernment plans to 
complete ten envi- 
ronmental protection 
projects, including 
soot control in subur- 
ban areas. While the 
soot control rate in 


the urban area will be _ Beijing. 


maintained at 100 percent, the 
rate in the outer suburbs and 
county towns is expected to be 
raised from the present 50 per- 
cent to 60 percent. Efforts will 
also be made to popularize the 
use of cooking briquets in the 
rural areas, further control mo- 
tor vehicle exhaust pollution, es- 
tablish two low-noise districts 
in the East District’s Beixingiao 
area and Xuanwu District’s 
Taoranting area, continue to 
force seriously polluting indus- 
trial enterprises to shut down, 
suspend production, merge with 
other businesses, shift to other 
products or relocate, and re- 
novate 50 enterprises, major 
sources of pollution, within a 
specific period of time. 


Socialist Culture 


Socialist culture and ethics are 
an important factor in Beijing’s 
overall modernization plan. The 
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The Jingguang New World Hotel in Hujialou area, 
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Beijing Socialist Culture and 
Ethics Leadership Group, found- 
ed prior to the llth Asian Games 
and headed by Mayor Chen 
Xitong, is a permanent organiza- 
tion of the municipal Party com- 
mittee and the municipal govern- 
ment and is authorized to guide 
the work of building socialist 
culture and ethics in the 
city. Corresponding organiza- 
tions have been established in 
all districts, counties, enterprises 
and institutions under the muni- 
cipal government. 

In 1991, the Beijing Socialist 
Culture and Ethics Office will 
provide educational programmes 
for citizens in patriotism and so- 
cialism with an eye to enhancing 
the public’s ideological and ethi- 
cal level, creating a more at- 
tractive environment, maintain- 
ing social order, and providing 
quality service. 


ZHANG XU 


The Beijing Library in the western suburbs receives 5,000 readers daily. 


Activities emulating Lei Feng, 
Jiao Yulu and other exemplary 
personnel will continue to be car- 


Rate of Tree-Covered 


Land 
Plain Hilly Areas 
1990 15.3% 35.9% 
1995 16.5% 41% 


r 


Urban Per-Capita 
Afforestation Urban Commons 
Rate 
28% 6.14 sq. m 
30% 6.50 sq. m 
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In the evening, the brightly lit Suzhou Street in the Summer Palace turns into a busy 


night market. 
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ried out in order to foster a pos- 
itive attitude among the public. 
A cultured, healthy and scientif- 
ic life style will be encouraged 
and continuing efforts made to 
do away with vulgar, unhealthy 
and backward habits. 

Since the public has an ever- 
increasing demand for cultural 
diversity, the city will increase 
its support for the construction 
of cultural facilities during the 
Eighth Five-Year Plan period, 
including the construction of 
municipal archives, completion 
of the Capital Library and the 
municipal children’s library. Bei- 
jing will maintain its television 
and radio coverage rate at over 
98 percent, build the China In- 
ternational Broadcasting Centre, 
complete construction of the Bei- 
jing Television Station and re- 
build the Jin Dynasty (1115-1234) 
moat gate and the museum 
which houses remains from 
the Shang and Zhou dynasties 
(1600-221 BC). The city will also 
continue to expand its people-to- 
people cultural exchange while 
increasing its governmental cul- 
tural exchanges and ties with sis- 
ter cities and friendly overseas 
organizations. | 
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More Investment Opportunities Open 


by Our Staff Reporter Zhang Zhiping 


trade will reach US$15.6 

billion in the next five 
years, an increase of 56 percent 
over the 1986-90 period. During 
the same period, the city will at- 
tract US$2.5 billion in foreign 
investment to expand the tech- 
nological and intellectual im- 


ports. 
Beijing is an important indus- 


Bis: import and export 


trial city in China and its gross 
national product reached 49.6 
billion yuan in 1990, second only 
to the nation’s leading commer- 
cial city of Shanghai. 

The opening up to the outside 
world over the last decade has 
brought about a rapid develop- 
ment of the city’s trade, eco- 
nomic and technological co- 
Operation with other countries. 


High-rise buildings near the Jianguomenwai Flyover in Beijing. 
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In 1990, Beijing’s exports 
brought in US$1.32 billion in 
foreign exchange, a 120 percent 
increase over 1980. The city also 
attracted US$2.17 billion in for- 
eign investment, built 834 
foreign-funded enterprises (Sino- 
foreign joint ventures, co- 
operative and solely foreign- 
owned enterprises) and imported 
1,600 items of new technology 
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and equipment during the 
same period. The last decade 
also saw new development in 
overseas enterprises and in the 
export of technology and la- 
bour services abroad. 

Chen Xitong, mayor of Bei- 
jing, when addressing a ses- 
sion of the city’s people’s con- 
gress last April, said that it 
is both necessary and possi- 
ble for the city to open its 
door wider and enter the in- 
ternational market at a more 
rapid pace. 


Foreign-Funded Firms 


This year, the first year of 
the Eighth Five-Year Plan 
period (1991-95), Beijing has 
reported increased use of for- 
eign investment. 

In the first half of this year, 
the city approved the esta- 
blishment of more than 200 
foreign-funded enterprises, 
bringing to more than 1,000 
the number of such enterpris- 
es, which involve hundreds of 
businessmen from 30 coun- 
tries and regions. Contracted 
investment totalled US$5 bil- 
lion, including US$2.27 bil- 


lion in direct foreign invest- 
ment. 

By the end of the year, 
530 foreign-funded enterpris- 
es will begin operation, ac- 
counting for 63 percent of the 
total number approved for es- 
tablishment before the end of 
last year. 

Total output value prod- 
uced by these foreign-funded 
enterprises is expected to top 6 
billion yuan and their foreign 
exchange earnings from di- 
rect product exports will total 
US$118 million, both an in- 
crease of 15 percent over 
1990. 

During the 1991-95 period, 
Beijing will continue to devel- 
op technology-intensive and 
export-oriented foreign- 
funded enterprises, with em- 
phasis on small and medium- 
sized businesses. Some 616 or 
73.6 percent of the foreign- 
funded enterprises approved 
during the Seventh Five-Year 
Plan period (1986-90) are 
production-related projects 
and 221 or 26.4 percent are 
hotels, restaurants and other 
services. 

These foreign-funded enter- 
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The Beijing Glass Products Factory, which turns out 20 products using 


domestic raw materials. 


prises are playing an increas- 
ingly important role in Bei- 
jing’s economic construction. 
At present, they make up 
about 9 percent of the city’s 
total industrial output value. 
Of the city’s increased output 
value last year, about 60 per- 
cent was produced by foreign- 
funded enterprises. 

To further develop foreign- 
funded enterprises, Beijing 
will continue to improve its 
investment environment. It 
will try to run foreign-funded 
enterprises more efficiently, 
provide both construction and 
operational assistance and, at 
the same time, fully imple- 
ment all preferential! policies, 
administering and supervising 
them according to the law. 


Technological Imports 


During the Eighth Five- 
Year Plan period, Beijing will 
maintain an appropriate scale 
of imports, readjust import 
product mix and concentrate 
its foreign exchange reserves 
on importing advanced tech- 
nology and equipment in or- 
der to further expand eco- 
nomic and technological co- 
operation with other coun- 
tries. Foreign investment and 
economic and technological 
co-operation will mainly in- 
volve the construction of ur- 
ban infrastructure facilities, 
the electronic industry, light- 
duty automobiles, foodstuffs, 
light industry and textiles, 
printing and pharmaceuticals. 
Advanced foreign technology 
will be imported in order to 
update metallurgical, chemi- 
cal, machinery and building 
material industries, agricul- 
tural production and livestock 
breeding. ° 

During the 1991-95 period, 
Beijing will set aside 106 bil- 
lion yuan for economic con- 
struction, including US$2.5 
billion in foreign investment 
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and loans. 

Major construction projects 
include the following fields: 
electronics, automobiles, hi- 
tech industries, introduction 
of scientific and technological 
achievements in agricultural 
production, import of adv- 
anced cultivation and breed- 
ing skills, biological engineer- 
ing technology, processing 
techniques for farm, sideline, 
animal and forest products, 
construction of several moder- 
nized shopping centres, retail 
and wholesale markets and 
construction of 30 infrastruc- 
ture projects. A total of 
US$500 million in foreign in- 
vestment will go to such in- 
frastructure facilities as the 
second phase of No. 9 Water 
Works, a gas project, a power 
station, a heat-supply project, 
a communications project, a 
sewage treatment project, a 
garbage disposal project, the 
expansion of the Capital Air- 
port, a project to add a 
600,000-channel telephone ex- 
change and a project to lay a 
pipeline to ship natural gas 
from the northwest area to the 
city. 

According to an official of 
the Beijing Municipal For- 
eign Economic Relations and 
Trade Commission, the city 
has announced some of the 
projects requiring the import 
of advanced foreign technolo- 
gy. They include four large 
chemical projects, including 
the 115,000-ton ethylene de- 
composition project which 
will cost US$200-300 million, 
and 53 small and medium- 
sized industrial projects re- 
quiring US$130 million in 
foreign loans--20 involving 
automobiles, 15 involving 
light industry and textile 
goods, four geared towards 
machinery, ten chemical pro- 
jects and four public service 
projects. 

In all, Beijing received 
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US$6.8 billion in foreign gov- 
ernment loans and donations 
by the end of last year. Of this 
amount, US$1.7 billion was 
used to import 1,700 pieces of 
advanced foreign technology 
and key equipment over the 
last decade, thus facilitat- 
ing infrastructure construc- 
tion and the development of 
energy, communications and 
other industries. 


Foreign Trade 


While upgrading the quality 
and variety of its traditional 
export goods, the city will op- 
timize its export product mix 
by emphasizing development 
of machinery and electronic 
products during the Eighth 
Five-Year Plan period. 

By 1995, Beijing’s export 
value will reach US$2 billion, 
a 51.5 percent increase over 
1990 and an average annual 
growth rate of 8.7 percent. 
The figure will reach US$2.6 
billion by the year 2000. 

The city’s export volume 
has gone steadily up in the 
last decade, increasing from 
US$285 million in 1978 to 
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US$1.16 billion in 1989, a 
four-fold increase or an aver- 


_age annual growth rate of 13.6 


percent. The composition of 
export goods has also im- 
proved. In 1989, the export 
of primary products account- 
ed for only 9.94 percent of the 
total, gradually being replaced 
by finished products. In 1989, 
the export value of each of 22 
commodities exceeded US$10 
million. This is a dramatic in- 
crease from the five commod- 
ities in 1978. 

Beijing has _ established 
trade relations with 122 coun- 
tries and regions. Of these, 
Hong Kong, Japan, the Euro- 
pean Community and the Un- 
ited States are the four biggest 
importers of the city’s goods. 

While consolidating and ex- 
panding its existing markets 
abroad, Beijing will also de- 
velop its Soviet, Australian, 
New Zealand, Middle East 
and Southeast Asian markets 
during the Eighth Five-Year 
Plan period and, at the same 
time, resume market oper- 
ations in Latin America and 
Africa. a | 
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A Flourishing Development Zone 


By Our Staff Reporter Zhang Zhiping 


y May 10, this year, 
B the Beijing Zhongguan- 

cun New Technology and 
Industrial Development Zone 
had gone through three years. 
The inauguration of the Scien- 
tific and Technological Trading 
Centre held that day marked a 
breakthrough in the pattern of 
the original “Electronic Street” 
and a new step taken by the zone 
towards its goal of industrializa- 
tion. 

Located at the southern end of 
the experimental zone, the trad- 
ing centre is the first specialized 
market in China for high tech- 
nology and has a building area of 
15,353 square metres and 80 se- 
parate exhibition halls. Together 
with the shops on the electron- 
ic street of Zhongguancun, the 
Shangdi information industrial 
base and the Yongfeng experi- 
ment base, the centre brings a 
new look to the experimental 
zone. 

The Zhongguancun New 
Technology and Industrial De- 
velopment and Experimental 
Zone is located in northwestern 
Beijing, covers an area of 100 
square kilometres, and is China’s 
first new technology and indus- 
trial development and experi- 
mental zone. In the zone’s heart- 
land is Zhongguancun, known as 
the “City of Science,” where 50 
institutions of higher learning 
and 138 research institutes are 
based, boasting 80,000 scientific 
and technological personnel. The 
zone is a major force in scientific 
and technological research and 
possesses advanced scientific in- 
struments and information. Al- 
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ready, many scientific and tech- 
nological achievements have 
been made which can be put to 
industrial use. 

Making use of its abundant in- 
tellectual resources and with the 
help of the 18 preferential pol- 
icies provided by the Beijing 
municipal government, the zone 
has rapidly developed in the past 
three years. At present, it has 
1,033 technological enterprises 
with a total workforce of 38,000 
people, 70 percent of whom have 
received a college education. 
Some 2,027 new technologies and 
new products have been devel- 
oped and popularized, and the 
total value of technological, in- 
dustrial and trade income has 
reached 5.68 billion yuan, indus- 
trial output value increase at an 
average annual rate of 58 per- 
cent. In the past three years, it 


Shunyi 


has earned US$88.5 million in 
foreign currency, an average an- 
nual increase of 139 percent. The 
enterprises are continuing to in- 
crease their scale of develop- 
ment. By the end of 1990, the 
industrial output value of 14 en- 
terprises each exceeded 10 mil- 
lion yuan while that of 70 en- 
terprises each topped 5 million 
yuan. 

The experimental zone has 
currently evolved into an area of 
multi-structural industry, among 
which electronic information 
makes up 46 percent, biological 
engineering, 5 percent, photo- 
electric-mechanization, 21 per- 
cent, new materials and new 
energy, 16 percent, and other 
technology and products, 12 per- 
cent. The zone also yields a large 
amount of cross-field technologi- 
cal products and undertakes key 
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projects involving many technol- 
ogies. 

The experimental zone ad- 
heres to an operation] mechan- 
ism which is market-oriented 
and based on new high technolo- 
gy and integrates technology, in- 
dustry and trade. In the past 
three years, 107 of its products 
have won international or na- 
tional awards, 171 have won 
ministry or city-level awards and 
259 have been granted state pa- 
tent rights. 

The experimental zone is also 
one of the key bases for the im- 
plementation of China’s Torch 
Programme (projects to promote 
the establishment and develop- 
ment of high and new technolo- 
gy industries). In 1989, the zone 
was commissioned with 23 state- 
level Torch projects, some 62 
percent of total projects in Bei- 
jing and 9.8 percent of all Torch 
projects nationwide. 

Since its establishment, the ex- 
perimental zone has carried out 
a policy of “importing advanced 
technology and exporting prod- 
ucts” in order to develop an 
export-oriented economy. Over 
100 foreign enterprises, Sino- 
foreign joint ventures and Sino- 
foreign co-operative enterprises 
are eventually planned for the 
experimental zone, 72 of which 
have already begun operation. A 
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group of foreign-funded enter- 
prises with high market cover- 
age, large-scale production, mod- 
ern management and a stable 
increase in foreign currency ear- 
nings have appeared in the zone. 
These include the Stone Office 
Technology and Equipment Co. 
Ltd. and the Longyuan Electron- 
ic Co. Ltd. The Stone Office 
Technology and Equipment Co., 
Ltd, a Sino-Japanese joint ven- 
ture, yielded 220 million yuan in 
total output value in 1990, real- 
izing an average per capita out- 
put of 1.12 million yuan and an 
average profit of 60,000 yuan 
per-capita, the highest earnings 
among joint ventures in Beijing. 

In 1989 and 1990, the zone 
held nine exhibitions, sent some 
200 delegations abroad and es- 
tablished co-operative relations 
with enterprises in 30 countries 
and regions. At the end of 1990, 
the World Scientific and Tech- 
nological Garden Association 
formally granted membership to 
the Beijing New Technology and 
Industrial Development and Ex- 
perimental Zone. 

During the Eighth Five-Year 
Plan, the zone will enhance its 
overall development of new high 
technology industries and strive 
to bring in a total income of 5 
billion yuan by 1995. The indus- 
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trial output value of new high 
technology products will reach 
2.5 billion yuan, generate 
US$140 million in foreign cur- 
tency and earn 600 million yuan 
in profits and taxes. The exper- 
imental zone will advance to- 
wards its target to commercial- 
ize scientific and technological 
results, engage in large-scale 


commodity production and de- 


velop industries towards the in- 
ternational market. 

In the next five years, the zone 
will make breakthroughs in four 
fields: Enterprise size—the num- 
ber of big enterprises with an 
industrial output value above 10 
million yuan will be expanded to 
40 by the end of 1995. Large 
scale capital construction—there 
will be a focus on the construc- 
tion of enterprise headquarters, 
workshops and apartments for 
the workers. Development of an 
export-oriented economy—by 
the end of the Eighth Five-Year 
Plan, the zone’s export value will 
reach US$120 million and the 
number of foreign enterprises 
and Sino-foreign joint ventures 
and co-operative enterprises 150. 
Finally, in the field of scientif- 
ic management—there will be a 
breakthrough in the conscious 
reliance on and promotion of lo- 
cal economic development. a 
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Under the CPC’s. multi-party co-operation and pol- 
itical consultation system, many democratic party 
members and non-party people have been appoint- 
ed to leading positions in the government and have 
thus been able to directly involve themselves in 
political affairs. Beginning in 1989, the Beijing mun- 
icipal government has appointed a number of non- 
party people to act as special governmental 
workers, providing new opportunities for them to 
participate in the administration and discussion of 
the city’s affairs. 


China’s Political Activists 


ovember 29, 1989 was a 
N day of special significance 
for Ye Weizhen, a senior 
engineer to the Beijing General 
Petrochemical Industry Corp. 
On that day, Ye, a member of the 
China Democratic League, re- 
ceived a letter of appointment 
from Beijing’s executive deputy 
mayor Zhang Jianmin. Along 
with 12 other democratic party 
members and non-party person- 
ages, she became one of the first 
group of special supervisors of 
the Beijing Municipal Bureau of 
Supervision. 
“T had mixed feelings of excite- 
ment and worry when I received 
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by Our Staff Reporter Wu Naitao 


the appointment. I was excited to 
see that our government had tak- 
en a step forward to strengthen 
democratic supervision; but I 
felt apprehensive about whether 
or not I could do the work well,” 
Ye recalled. 

“On the one hand, I was will- 
ing to do something for the peo- 
ple and for democratization in 
China; on the other hand, since 
the founding of New China, the 
relationship between the CPC 
and democratic parties has had 
its ups and downs due to the 
influence of ultra-leftist ideolo- 
gy, therefore, I was not sure 
whether the Party can trust us 


and conduct sincere co-operation 
with us. Despite the uncertainty, 
however, I accepted the appoint- 
ment,” she continued. 

In March of last year, Ye re- 
ceived a signed letter, which ac- 
cused a township cadre in Fang- 
shan County of not only abusing 
power for his personal gains but 
of also illegally using handcuffs. 
With the close co-ordination of 
the local supervisory staff, Ye 
put together an investigative 
team, interviewing more than 70 
people and soliciting 54 pieces of 
evidence in order to resolve the 
case, the first she handled since 


her appointment. The township 
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cadre was removed from his post. 

In just over a year’s time, Ye, 
according to her own account, 
has been able to successfully re- 
solve many cases. 

“My co-operation with the 
members of the Communist Par- 
ty of China (CPC) has enhanced 
our working relationship, dee- 
pened our mutual understanding 
and enabled me to see that the 
Party is sincere in allowing us to 
participate in the administration 
of government affairs.” 

The Beijing Municipal Bureau 
of Supervision now has appoint- 
ed 25 special supervisors. Other 
government departments have 
followed suit with the appoint- 
ment of special auditors, educa- 
tional inspectors, industry and 
commercial supervisors, etc. 


Not a Formality 


Li Hanwen, a member of the 
China Democratic National Con- 
struction Association and an ad- 
viser to the Beijing Federation 
of Industry and Commerce, 
thought it was simply a matter of 
formality when he was appointed 
a special supervisor. 

“The facts changed my mind,” 
Li said after a year on the job. 

The Beijing Municipal Bureau 
of Supervision, he continued, has 
carefully arranged its members’ 
work, sending them to a variety 
of districts, counties and bureaus 
to investigate the work of build- 
ing a clean government. Magis- 
trates and heads of districts 
reported personally to the su- 
pervisors on their work and soli- 
cited their opinions. They also 
attended a conference on super- 
visory work and participated in 
investigations and analyses of 
the most important cases. They 
spoke directly with Chen Xitong, 
mayor of Beijing and Wei 
Jianxing, minister of supervi- 
sion. Their powers and functions 
as special supervisors were res- 
pected in their handling of spe- 
cific cases. For example, Li was 
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told by a visitor that his private 
housing property was not being 
dealt with according to govern- 
ment policy and he asked a staff 
supervisor to investigate. The su- 
pervisor actively contacted the 
relevant departments, asking the 
department leaders to look into 
the matter. In a short time, they 
resolved an eight-year old case. 

There are more than 10,000 
democratic party members and 
distinguished non-party people 
in Beijing. Among them are 
more than 250 people who have 
been appointed special govern- 
ment workers at the city, district 
and county levels. They usually 
take on jobs related to their apti- 
tude. For example, special educa- 
tional inspectors are mostly from 
Beijing’s educational circles and 
many of the special auditors are 
senior accountants. But this is 
not always the case. For example, 
special supervisors include law- 
yers, research fellows, professors, 
senior engineers, advanced ac- 
countants and imams of Islam. 
Although they knew little about 
supervisory work: initially, the 
relevant departments did their 
best to provide them with the 
necessary support. For instance, 
they provided seminars to help 
them master the relevant policies 
and situations; they also provid- 
ed them with study materials 
including relevant laws, regula- 
tions and a limited circulation 
publication Supervision Infor- 
mation and subscriptions to the 
China Supervision magazine. Al- 
though they all are busy in their 
own business, the special super- 
visors waste no time in study- 
ing the relevant documents and 
books and become familiar with 
supervisory work. In doing so, 
they become an important force 
in Beijing’s supervision work. 


Clean Government 


Anti-corruption is a hot topic 
among the Chinese people and 
the supervision bureau is an im- 


portant tool to keep government 
officials honest and efficient. 
Compared to the special person- 
nel of other governmental de- 
partments, the supervisors’ work 
appears to keep them busier and 
often seems more eye-catching. 
For example, when they partici- 
pated in the investigatory work 
of “building a clean government” 
of the various departments of the 
Beijing Municipal Government 
and in its counties and districts, 
they were free to choose their 
preferred area and trade for in- 
vestigation. Because of their spe- 
cial status, the leaders of the 
investigated units paid them 
particular attention, reporting to 
the supervisors personally on 
their work and soliciting their 
opinions and suggestions. The 
work of building a clean govern- 
ment was thus enhanced. 
Special supervisors directly 
participate in the investigation 
of cases. Last year, the Beijing 


Municipal Government’s Report — 


Centre received a letter signed 
by 1,780 residents in Shuanyu- 
shu Residential Area which said 
that due to dilatory and buck- 
passing workstyles of public in- 
stitutions, the residents of the 
area were unable to use piped gas 
even after the project was com- 
pleted. More than 2,000 families 
were affected. Lawyer Liang 
Wengian and professor Xia Jia- 
jun joined in the investigation of 
the case, faithfully carrying out 
their duties by visiting residents, 
inspecting the site and holding 
meetings. With their supervision 
and earnest efforts by all sides 
concerned, a problem which had 
gone on for ten months was re- 
solved within ten days. 

Many of the supervisory per- 
sonnel are experts in a certain 
field. Skilled and familiar with 
the situation, they can be quite 
efficient in dealing with many 
problems. For example, the de- 
mocratic party members who 
participated in the general 
check-up on taxation, finance 
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and pricing in Beijing discovered 
that more than 7 million yuan 
has been defrauded through 
the fraudulent sale of imported 
chemical fertilizer when they ex- 
amined a company affiliated to 
the China Research Association 
for the Welfare of the Elderly 
People (CRAWEP) in Haidian 
District. Some of the perpetra- 
tors had been arrested but the 
chief swindler was still free. The 
supervisors analysed the case and 
put forward a notion to close 
down the CRAWEP and affix 
responsibility for the crime on 
the mastermind. The relevant in- 
dustry and commerce adminis- 
tration and judicial department 
reviewed the case, closed down 
the association and issued a 
wanted circular for the chief cul- 
prit. 

Fan Zhichang, vice-chairman 
of the Beijing Municipal Com- 
mittee of the Jiusan Society and 
a member of a special investiga- 
tive team organized by the rele- 
vant supervision department, has 
been in Zhuzhou, Hunan Prov- 
ince, for a long time, investigat- 
ing problems in the circulation 
of non-ferrous metals. The prov- 
ince is the “home of non-ferrous 
metals” in China. Zhuzhou has 
a large-scale smelting plant and 
more than 70 licenced business 
units which are authorized to 
conduct trade in the industry. 
It’s quite common therefore that 
a bill of lading will change hands 
several times, thus raising prices 
and earning considerable sums 
for brokers. After a month’s in- 
vestigation, the group recom- 
mended establishing a monopo- 
ly and setting price ceilings and 
even other proposals which were 
adopted by the State Council. 
Particular cases of fraud discov- 
ered in the course of their inves- 
tigation have been transferred 
to the judicial department for 
further investigation and punish- 
ment. 
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Building a Bridge 


After the names of the first 
group of special supervisors were 
published in Beijing Ribao (Bei- 
jing Daily), they were contacted 
by so many people that they were 
overwhelmed. In order to help 
them with their work, the Bei- 
jing Municipal Bureau of Super- 
vision picked Wednesday as the 
day on which the special supervi- 
sors would deal with individual 
complaints. In a year’s time, they 
received more than 400 visits 
and letters, 290 cases of which 
fell within the business scope of 
the supervision bureau. The cas- 
es were then submitted to the 
bureau’s staff for further investi- 
gation and resolution. The Bei- 
jing Municipal Bureau of Su- 
pervision has drafted temporary 
regulations on how special super- 
visors handle letters and person- 
al visits. The regulations specify 
the time limits within which the 
cases reported by special supervi- 
sors must be handled. 

Probably because of her pro- 
fession, 60-year-old lawyer Liang 
Wengqian has been among the 
most frequently visited special 
supervisor. Despite the fact that 
she was busy with many other 
matters, she dealt with the- let- 
ters seriously, sometimes work- 
ing late into the night. 

“People have high expectations 
of us. Also, the government is 
sincere in doing something bene- 
ficial to the masses. I would like 
to become a bridge to enhance 
communication between them,” 
says Liang. 

Li Gengshao, vice-chairman of 
the Beijing Municipal Commit- 
tee of the Chinese Peasants and 
Workers Democratic Party, is 
another special supervisor. With- 
in a year’s time, he has partici- 
pated in many investigations, di- 
rectly receiving personal visits as 
well as letters and has thus ex- 
panded his understanding of how 
a clean and honest government 
works. He believes corruption 


does exist and that it directly 
harms the interests of the people. 
As soon as such cases are known, 
the news gets around fast, the 
facts. are exaggerated and scan- 
dals are created. On the other 
hand, he says most of the hard- 
working and honest cadres are 
not well known to the people. 
This has created an unbalanced 
view of cadres. As a special su- 
pervisor, since he is not only ob- 
liged to report people’s opinions, 
he is also responsible for telling 
the truth to the people. In order 
to do this, he not only talks about 
corruption but also provides ex- 
amples of the work of honest of- 
ficials and of the government’s 
determination to punish corrup- 
tion and strengthen the work of 
building a clean and honest gov- 
ernment. He says that as long as 
the facts of a case are proven and 
the case is submitted by special 
supervisors, the Beijing Munici- 
pal Bureau of Supervision res- 
ponds promptly. His own work 
has earned Li the trust and un- 
derstanding of the people. 

Xia Jiajun, Shi Kunbing and 
three other special supervisors 
are all members of Beijing Peo- 
ple’s Political Consultative Con- 
ference (BPPCC). At a joint 
speech delivered at a mecting 
of the BPPCC, they said, “Al- 
though we heard people talk 
about how excessive corruption 
was, we realized after a thorough 
investigation that most of our 
Party and government cadres are 
honest. It’s clear that the Com- 
munist Party of China and our 
government are seriously con- 
cerned about building a clean 
and honest government and that 
they wholeheartedly rely on de- 
mocratic parties and the people. 
Their ideas are in line with 
ours.” They have spoken at many 
other meetings of democratic 
parties and on other occasions to 


‘ make their opinion known, thus 


helping to keep society stable 
and promote economic construc- 
tion. a 
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Water Conservancy Projects Evaluated 


by Our Staff Reporter Li Ning 


When some areas of China were hit by floods in June and July, various water 
conservancy projects built over the past 40 years stood the severe tests to 
which they were put and played a major role in limiting the loss of life and 


the damage to property. 


ccording to statistics of the 
Awe: conservancy authori- 

ties, the state invested 26.3 
billion yuan in flood-prevention 
projects between 1949 and 1988, 
projects which reduced the losses 
caused by flooding by at least 320 
billion yuan. Such a return on 
investment is quite high. 


Hualhe River Valley 


In Minister of Water Re- 
sources Yang Zhenhuai’s words, 
the Huaihe is a river hard to har- 
ness. According to historical re- 
cords, in the 500 years prior to 
1949, there had been 350 fairly 
large floods and 280 droughts in 
the Huaihe River valley. In the 
area, a little rainfall would create 
small disasters, moderate rain 
medium-sized disasters, and 
heavy downpours destructive ca- 
lamities while a drought would 
occur when there was no rainfall.- 
The 1931 severe floods caused the 
overflow of the main streams and 


tributaries of the Haihe River and 
a death toll of 75,000 people and 
inundated 5.1 million hectares of 
land. 

Since 1950, more than 30 large 
reservoirs and 4,000 small and 
medium-sized ones have been 
built on the upper reaches of the 
river, more than ten flood storage 
and detention projects were built 
on the middle reaches by making 
use of natural lake areas and low- 
lying land, and new sea and river 
entrances opened (the Huaihe be- 
came a river of scourge after its 
entrance to the sea was closed off 
by the Yellow River when the 
latter changed its course in 1194). 

This year, when the Huaihe 
River valley was slashed by a 
torrential rainfall, the severity of 
which is second only to that oc- 
curred in 1954 since the founding 
of the People’s Republic in 1949, 
the reservoirs on the river’s upper 
reaches, serving as the first defen- 
sive line, stored 3.8 billion cubic 
metres of flood water, thus limit- 
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1. Mengwa Storage Area 


4-17. The 14 flood diversion and drainage areas on the banks of the Huaihe River contributed to releasing floods from 
June 15-July 10. 


BEIJING REVIEW, AUG. 12-18, 1991 


2. Chengdong Lake Storage Area 


3. Chengxi Lake Storage Area 


ing the damage to the lower 
reaches. The low-lying land and 
lakes on the middle reaches, 
which stretched 200 km from 
Huaibin to the Hongze Lake, 
served as the second defensive 
line and stored 3 billion cubic 
metres of flood water, thus saving 
the Huaihe River Dyke and 700,- 
000 hectares of farmland. 

Minister Yang noted that if 
these reservoirs and flood water 
detention and diversion projects 
had not existed, the flow rate of 
the flood crest of the Huaihe’s 
main stream would have sur- 
passed 10,000 cubic metres per se- 
cond. If this had occurred, the 
Huaihe River Dyke would not 
have remained intact and there 
would not have been any security 
for the railways, mines and ther- 
mal power stations along the 
river. 

The Huaihe River Dyke did not 
burst, nor did the dams of more 
than 4,000 reservoirs in the riv- 
er valley collapse. The flooding, 
Yang noted, was chiefly caused 
by excessive rainfall and weak 
drainage capacity. 

Generally speaking, the escape 
canals dug by farmers on the vast 
Huaihe Plain can only cope with 
the type of large rainfall which 
occurs once every five years. This 
year, the storm was the first to 
strike in the last 30 to 40 years 
and even the last 50 to 100 years 
in some places. The amount of 
flood water thus far exceeded the 
capacity of existing drainage pro- 
jects. Given its existing facilities, 
the Huaihe River valley is only 
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able to deal with potentially small 
disasters, conquer most of med- 
ium disasters, caused by moder- 
ate rainfall. It is unable to deal 
with the amount of rainfall which 
fell this year. 

The Huaihe has always been 
given top priority in China’s ef- 
forts to harness large rivers. Over 
the past 40 years and more, the 
central government has invested 
9.2 billion yuan, the four provin- 
cial governments in the river val- 
ley pooled 18.1 billion yuan, and 
the local farmers put in 20.3 bil- 
lion yuan worth of labour in or- 
der to harness the river. It is 
estimated that the return on in- 
vestment has topped 100 billion 
yuan. 


Chuhe River Valley 


Located on the north bank of 
the lower reaches of the Yangtze 
River, Chuhe is a small tributary 
of the Yangtze which is crossed 
by the Tianjin-Pukou trunk rail- 
way. A section of the river lies 
between the double-line railway 
and thus poses a great threat to 
the railway during times of flood- 


ing. During the three floods in 
1954, 1975 and 1987, the Chuhe 
River water washed away the rail- 
way and bridges, stopping rail- 
way traffic for a month. The two 
floods this year all surpassed the 
record level of the past 40 years. 
The railway, however, only 
stopped traffic for one or two 
days due to the many reservoirs 
and flood diversion projects. 

While commenting on this 
year’s flooding, Qian Zhengying, 
vice-chairman of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative 
Conference and former minister 
of ‘water resourcés, confirmed the 
great contributions made by the 
water conservancy projects in 
preventing greater damage by 
this year’s floods. She cited the 
Chuhe River’as an example. 

She noted that the Huanglishu 
and Shaheji reServoirs on the up- 
per reaches of the Chuhe River 
contributed greatly this year to 
the flood storage capacity. When 
the flood water rushed down the 
river, the maximum capacity of 
the flow into the Huanglishu Re- 
servoir was 1,500 cubic metres per 
second while the largest capacity 
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of water flowing out of the reser- 
voir was 142 cubic metres per se- 
cond, cutting the flood peak flow 
rate by 90.5 percent. In addition, 
the Simashan and Machahe flood 
diversion passages built in recent 
years on the main stream of the 
Chuhe River diverted 2.35 billion 
cubic metres of the 3 billion cu- 
bic metres of flood water to the 
Yangtze River. The 12 dykes built 
by local farmers also helped to 
store and detain 210 million cubic 
metres of flood water. All this 
greatly reduced the Chuhe Riv- 
er’s threat to the Tianjin-Pukou 
Railway. 


The Taihu Lake Valley 


According to some water con- 
servancy experts, the recent 
flooding in the Taihu Lake val- 
ley was the worst in the past 100 
years. There was 800-1,300 mm of 
rainfall in less than 60 days, three 
or four times the normal precipi- 
tation. 

“The disaster would have been 
more serious if the diversion and 
drainage projects had not been in 
place,” said Dai Yukai, deputy 
director of the Jiangsu Provincial 
Department of the Water Re- 
sources. 

The Jiangsu provincial govern- 
ment put aside 18.8 billion yuan 
for the construction of water irri- 
gation works in the last 40 years, 
thus establishing an irrigation 
and drainage system which can 
prevent damage from floods, 
tides and droughts. A total of 
more than 5,000 km of embank- 
ments have been built around 


- Jakes and along the rivers and sea 


coast and 420 waterways have 
been dredged. At the same time, 
a number of big and medium- 
sized sluice gates have been built 
or reinforced and more than 
2,000 pumping stations construct- 
ed with an irrigation and drain- 
age power of 4.77 million kw. 
The flood peak hit the Yangtze 
and Huaihe rivers in mid-July. 
The flooding in Jiangsu Prov- 
ince was held in check by the 
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5,000-km-long embankments. The 
section of the Yangtze River in 
Jiangsu withstood the third high- 
est recorded water level in histo- 
ry, with no embankment and re- 
servoirs breached, thus freeing 
many cities, mines, factories, rail- 
way lines, airports and other fa- 
cilities from the threat of inunda- 
tion. 

Yang Zhenhuai, minister of 
Water Resources, said the diver- 
sion and drainage works in the 
Taihu Lake valley have played an 
important role in the following 
three ways. 

Drainage of floodwater. The 
Jiangdu Irrigation and Drainage 
Station and the Jianbi Pumping 
Station in Jiangsu Province and 
12 other diversion and drainage 
facilities on the banks of the 
Yangtze River discharged 3.7 bil- 
lion cubic metres of floodwater 
into the Yangtze River while the 
Changshan Harbour Waterways 
in Zhejiang Province drained 600 
million cubic metres of floodwa- 
ter off into Hangzhou Bay. 

Additional storage capacity of 
Taihu Lake. The construction of 
the circle embankment increased 
the storage capacity of the lake by 
3.2 billion cubic metres. 

Drainage through the Taipu 
River. The Taipu Sluice Gates 
were lifted for the first time in 33 
years to discharge the floodwater 
to the Huangpu River through 
the Taipu River. 

Yang pointed out that the av- 
erage per-capita acreage was de- 
creasing as the local population 
rapidly expanded. When low- 
lying areas as well as river and 
lakeside areas are turned into 
crop fields, it blocks the drainage 
of rainwater. The flow of flood- 
water which struck the area was 
similar to flooding in 1954, but 
the water level was much higher. 
It was thus a lesson for both the 
government and local residents. 


Constructive Ideas 


Qian Zhengying said there were 
some weak points in the flood 
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prevention and control system. 

The administration of water re- 
sources should be improved. The 
previous lack of torrential rain- 
fall lowered our guard against 
flooding. The use of some water- 
ing areas into crop fields has de- 
creased floodwater drainage ca- 
pacity. 

There should be fixed invest- 
ment in water irrigation and 
drainage works. 

Flood-prevention facilities 
should be a part of city and en- 
terprise developments. In these 
floods, 10,000 rural and township 
enterprises were inundated, caus- 
ing serious economic losses. 

Huang Xuanwei, chief engineer 
from the Administrative Bureau 
of the Taihu Lake valley under 
the Ministry of Water Resources, 
recalled that in the 1954 flood, 
the Yangtze River was breached, 
the Huaihe River burst, the traff- 
ic of the Beijing-Guangzhou Rail- 
way Line suspended for 100 days 
and 16 million hectares of farm- 
land inundated. The flood caused 
great losses in lives and property 
in the Taihu Lake valley. After 
1954, some water irrigation pro- 
jects were built in the Taihu Lake 
valley and embankments con- 
structed or reinforced around riv- 
ers, ponds, lakes and along the 
sea coast. But, lacking an over- 
all plan, some waterways were 
blocked by crop fields, thus caus- 
ing a decrease in the lake’s storage 
and drainage capacity. 

In 1985 some experts proposed 
a plan to bring the Taihu 
Lake under comprehensive con- 
trol. They also suggested dredg- 
ing the Taipu and expanding the 
Wangyu rivers and renovating 
the Hongqi Diversion Works and 
seven other projects. Even though 
the facilities were still under con- 
struction when the floods hit the 
area, the half completed projects 
helped to limit the damage.. The 
Taipu and Wangyu rivers, cur- 
rently being dredged, discharged 
300 million cubic metres of flood- 
water in 20 days, reducing the 
water level in the Taihu Lake by 
12 cm. 


Three-Gorges Project 


In any discussion of China’s 
water irrigation and drainage 
works, it is necessary to say some- 
thing about the Three-Gorges 
Project. 

The recent experience in fight- 
ing the floods has strengthened 
the central government’s determi- 
nation to increase investment in 
the construction of water works 
and to bring under control the 
Huaihe, the Taihu Lake and oth- 
er rivers in the coming winter and 
spring. The construction of the 
Three-Gorges Reservoir on the 
middle reaches of the Yangtze 
River is now a matter of concern 
to the people. 

Yang Zhenhuai believes that if 
the torrential rain had hit the 
Yangtze River valley, it would 
have caused even more damage 
there than in the Huaihe River 
valley even though many reser- 
voirs were built along the river. 
The reason for the increased dam- 
age would have been that the 
Three-Gorges Reservoir was not 
in place. The Three-Gorges Re- 
servoir will free the Jianghan 
Plain, the Dongting Lake Plain 
and the areas along the upper 
reaches of the Yangtze River or 
west to Wuhan of the threat of 
flooding. These areas include 1.7 
million hectares of farmland and 
15 million people and are particu- 
larly vulnerable to floods. 

The construction of such a big 
reservoir demands a substantial 
investment. A saying applies to 
our current situation, ‘Don’t 
make a rain coat when it is rain- 
ing and don’t dig a well when you 
are thirsty.” Half of the country 
has just been threatened by flood- 
ing and the public realizes more 
efforts are needed to speed up 
construction of water diversion 
and drainage works construction. 

The water resources depart- 
ments are now meeting to discuss 
the comprehensive harnessing of 
the Huaihe River and Taihu 
Lake. The overall control of the 
Yangtze River, China’s longest 
river, is also under discussion. m@ 
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Imports Up 
in First Half of 1991 


Imports, which increased slow- 
ly over the past two years, have 
begun to pick up, along with a 
general improvement in the eco- 
nomic environment. According 
to Ye Rugen, spokesman of the 
Ministry of Foreign Economic 
Relations and Trade, in the first 
six months of this year the val- 
ue of China’s imports reached 
US$19.38 billion, an increase of 
16.4 percent over the same per- 
iod last year. 

China’s imports from ASEAN 
countries increased by 30.3 per- 
cent. Equivalent figures were 
24.7 percent for Japan, 17.1 per- 
cent for Australia, 20.9 percent 
for France, 17.6 for Italy, 10.9 
percent for Germany, 18.1 per- 
cent for the Soviet Union and 6.2 
percent for the United States. At 
the same time, the mainland’s 
imports from Hong Kong went 
up 21.6 percent. Prospects for ex- 
pansion are bright. 

According to Ye, China’s for- 
eign exchange reserves exceed 
US$30 billion. In the future, 
China will use foreign exchange 
earnings to guarantee the repay- 
ment of foreign debts and make 
more imports. Priority will be 
given to the introduction of adv- 
anced technology and key equip- 
ment. 

Ye pointed out that at present 
some countries have streng- 
thened controls on sales of tech- 
nology to China. As a result, the 
value of Chinese contracts for 
technical know-how and equip- 
ment sourced from the West has 
dropped 54 percent. “We hope 
such countries will adopt sensi- 
ble policies and build no artifi- 
cial obstacles to China’s import 
of commodities and technology, 
thus placing themselves in an 
favourable position in terms of 
competitiveness,” he added. 

Along with the increase in im- 
ports, there has been rise in ex- 
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ports. In the first half of this 
year, China’s exports increased 
17.5 percent over the same per- 
iod of last year, reaching 
$US28.25 billion. This includes 


the export of US$510 million | 


worth of technology, an increase 
of 88 percent respectively. | 


Nanjing to Hold 1991 
Autumn Symposium 


According to a Nanjing gov- 
ernment official, the Nanjing 
Cultural and Art Festival and 
1991 Autumn Symposium will 
be held from September 25 to 
October 5 in Nanjing. For the 
occasion, the city will organize 
activities such as trade talks, cul- 
tural and art exchanges, and 
trips to scenic spots. 

Nanjing is an important bus- 
iness metropolis on the lower 
reaches of the Yangtze River. In 
the area of economic trade, the 
city will offer nearly 200 invest- 
ment projects involving electron- 
ics, chemicals, machinery and 
special local products. It will 
open an exhibition of export 
goods, hold talks on imports and 
exports and organize visits to 
foreign-funded enterprises. 

Nanjing is.also a famous his- 
torical and cultural city. During 
the symposium, the city will put 
on an autumn lantern show, a 
food festival, a display of mar- 
riage customs, and trips on the 
Qinhuai River in gaily painted 
pleasure-boats. There will also be 
a dragon-boat competition, folk 
songs and dances, folk art per- 
formances and costume shows of 
different dynasties plus seminars 
on mainland and Taiwan poetry. 

For sightseers, the city will ar- 
range visits to mausoleum of 
Sun Yat-sen, an pioneer of the 
Chinese democratic revolution; 
scenic Xuanwu Lake; Xiyuan 
Park; and the Zhonghuamen an- 
cient castle. After the sympos- 


ium, it will also organize tours to 
famous mountains and rivers in 
other provinces. 

Nanjing municipal. govern- 
ment has decided to hold the au- 
tumn event annually. At the first 
symposium last year, more than 
600 overseas clients participated 
and signed a number of con- 
tracts. | 


Welcome Investment in 
Zhangzhou 


Located in the open triangle 
area in southern Fujian, Zhang- 
zhou City offers preferential 
treatment to overseas Chinese 
and Taiwan compatriots as well 
as foreign businessmen wishing 
to invest in the Lantian Industri- 
al District. 

Possessing favourable trans- 
port facilities, the district is five 
km to the east of Zhangzhou, 50 
km from the Xiamen Interna- 
tional Airport and 59 km from 
the Xiamen Dongdu Harbour. 
Equipped with water and elec- 
tricity supply system and tele- 
communication equipment, it is 
suitable for the operations of for- 
eign companies. 

The industrial district is to use 
an area of 3.4 square km to de- 
velop machinery and intensive 
processing, electronics, pharma- 
ceuticals, light industry and 
small, medium and large projects 
with low environmental impact. 

A Zhangzhou municipal offi- 
cial said that overseas Chinese, 
Taiwan compatriots and foreign 
businessmen are permitted to set 
up enterprises owned solely by 
themselves and also to engage in 
joint ventures with the Zhang- 
zhou Municipal Development 
Co. The Chinese side will prov- 
ide land if the foreign partner 
offers funds for the construction 
of infrastructure facilities. The 
Chinese partner will take a one- 
third share of each venture, with 
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the remainder to be contributed 
by the foreign consortium. 

The city stipulates that land 
development be conducted in the 
Lantian Industrial District on a 
50-year lease basis. During the 
development and construction 
period, businesses will be exempt 
from land tax for three years. 
Enterprises in the district may 
court bids from abroad and in- 
vite investors to set up joint- 
operation factories there. Once 
firms complete their develop- 
ment targets in accord with sti- 
pulations, they are allowed to 
transfer their land-use rights and 
engage in public undertakings 
or the construction of industrial 
factories and living quarter facil- 
ities as well as other buildings. 
At the same time, they will be 
authorized to engage in active 
transfer and leasing deals. a 


China, Japan Inspect 
Co-operative Projects 


To further promote 
government-to-government and 
private-to-private funding and 
technical co-operation between 
China and Japan during the 
Eighth Five-Year Plan 
(1991-95), the Chinese Develop- 
ment and Research Centre of the 
State Council and Japanese Em- 
bassy in China have organized a 
joint inspection group to conduct 
on-the-spot surveys of some pro- 
jects under construction with Ja- 
panese funds and assistance. Per- 
sonnel from both sides conclude 
that the construction is smoothly 
under way with great achieve- 
ments. 

Japan is a big grantor of gov- 
ernment loans, aid and direct in- 
vestment to China. From 1979 
to the end of 1990, Japan gave 
loans and donations to the tune 
of 1056.53 billion Japanese yen 
to the Chinese government. Of 
the figure, 63.104 billion yen was 
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outright donations. The loans 
were all invested in 32 nation- 
wide and regional economic and 
infrastructure projects involving 
communications, telecommuni- 
cations and agricultural develop- 
ment. Donations were used in 44 
non-profiting schemes including 
medical care, education, culture 
and environmental improve- 
ment, all of which directly im- 
prove the people’s standard of 
living. 

The survey, which is the first 
of its kind, aims to sum up exper- 
lence and resolve problems in or- 
der to further improve the in- 
vestment environment and raise 
economic and social benefits of 
investment. “ss 


First Sino-Soviet Joint 
Venture in China 


On July 12, the first Sino- 
USSR joint venture, the Kamaz 
Automobile Maintenance Co. 
Ltd. was established in Hailar 
City, capital of Hulun Buir 
League, Inner Mongolian Auton- 
omous Region. 

The venture was co-founded 
by the Hailar Regional Trans- 
port Co. in China and the Kamaz 
Automobile Maintenance Centre 
in Buryat, the Soviet Union. The 
Chinese side is providing the fac- 
tory, office buildings and ordi- 
nary maintenance equipment for 
automobiles, while the Soviet 
Union is offering some special 
maintenance equipment for vehi- 
cles along with all maintenance 
spare parts and components. Of 
the total investment of 3.54 mil- 
lion Swiss francs, China has con- 
tributed 53.25 percent, with the 
remainder coming from the So- 
viet Union. 

The new company will engage 
mainly in maintenance, caretak- 
ing, after-sales service, train- 
ing personnel for automobile 
maintenance and management. 


It plans to undertake complete 
repairs on 75 automobiles and 
500 small and medium-sized ve- 
hicles and cars per year. Total 
revenue is expected to reach 10 
million yuan. The profits gained 
by the Soviet Union will be prov- 
ided with products permitted by 
China. 

The Chinese general manager 
Liang Lu and the Soviet deputy 
general Manager Muxaue Waha- 
pob have expressed their satisfac- 
tion at this co-operation between 
the two countries. 

At present, China has about 
10,000 Soviet-made Kamaz auto- 
mobiles including more than 300 
in the Hulun Buir League. 

by Feng Jing 


Bids for Levelling Land 
for the New HK Airport 


Tenders will be invited in 
November for the levelling of 
land for the new Hong Kong air- 
port. The project will take 30 
months to complete. 

The chief of the temporary ad- 
ministration for the airport has 
announced that some 70 percent 
of the planning for the new air- 
port has been completed and its 
design is nearing completion. 

The levelling of land will re- 
quire an investment of more 
than HK$ 8 billion. The upper 
part of the Chek Latkok Island 
must be lowered by about ten 
metres so as to accommodate 
various types of aircraft with dif- 
ferent loading capacities. Nar- 
row straights will be left between 
the airport and adjacent Dayu 
Hill, so as to allow the flow of sea 
water. In the future, bids will be 
invited on other projects such as 
the aircraft parking area, runway 
and airport buildings. 

Criterion for selecting contrac- 
tors include their capacity, ef- 
ficiency and construction costs. 
All these must meet practical re- 
quirements. | 
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Contributions of Township Enterprises 


JINGJI CANKAO BAO 
(Economic References) 


n the 1980s China’s township 
I enterprises made great con- 

tributions to the nation’s eco- 
nomic growth and attained a far- 
reaching impact on development 
prospects for the country’s econ- 
omy. 

First, township’ enterprises 
have become an important chan- 
nel to relieve unemployment 
pressures. In the 1980s they prov- 
ided work opportunities for more 
than 92 million rural surplus la- 
bourers. They are expected to 
help consume another 160 to 200 
million excess workers in the 
1990s. ’ 

Second, they have contributed 
to expediting the modernization 
process in China’s rural areas. 
The development of township en- 
terprises has ended an era 
of isolation for provincial society. 
Farmers have begun to open fac- 
tories, run businesses, and pur- 
chase boats and planes. They 
have equipped themselves with 
telephones and computers. Town- 
ship enterprise has become a gol- 
den road for Chinese farmers 
who are striving to achieve pro- 
gress, and its development is has- 
tening the process of moderniza- 
tion in China. 

Third, they have improved the 
unitary and backward rural eco- 
nomic structure that has long 
been a crucial factor keeping 
Chinese farmers in poverty. The 
rise of township enterprises has 
greatly changed the rural area’s 
economic structure. The output 
percentage of non-agricultural 
products increased from 31.1 per- 
cent in 1980 to 51.6 percent in 
1990. An economic structure ena- 
bling an all-round development 
of agriculture, forestry, animal 
husbandry and fishery, and com- 
prehensive management of agri- 
culture, industry and commerce 
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has taken shape in most of Chi- 
na’s rural areas. It has laid the 
foundation for China’s moderni- 
zation of agriculture in the fu- 
ture. 

Fourth, they have contributed 
to an improvement in the quality 
of Chinese farmers. With the rise 
of township enterprises, modern 
industrial civilization has infil- 
trated backward and out-of-the- 
way towns and villages. This has 
broadened the horizons of farm- 
ers, increased their social con- 
tacts, kicked off their drive for 
prosperity and created the stage 
for the farmers to give a full play 
of their creativity. They have 
also fostered millions of entre- 
preneurs, economists, engineers 
and accountants, thus helping 
enhance the standard of Chinese 
farmers as a whole. 

Fifth, they have promoted eco- 
nomic restructuring in China. 
Since their very beginning, town- 
ship enterprises have been or- 
iented towards market regulation 
and carried out experiments in 
contractual management, share- 
holding systems, partnership bus- 
inesses, leasing and reselling. 
Responsible for their own profits 
and losses, they face acute com- 
petitions, -with survival only of 
the fittest. Their numerous man- 
agement styles have provided an 
inspiration for the reform of in- 
dustrial enterprises in Chinese ci- 
ties. 

Sixth, they have contributed to 
the decrease of differences be- 
tween the urban and rural areas. 
The country enterprises have 
changed the economic structure 
of agriculture and urban indus- 
try. They have become a bridge 
for exchange between the cities 
and the countryside. More than 
one million technicians, engi- 
neers and managers from cities 
have come to serve the rural en- 
terprises. The exchange has had a 
far-reaching impact on the nar- 


rowing of gaps between urban 
and rural areas. 

Seventh, they have promoted 
markets of production factors. 
Since the emergence of township 
enterprises, they have challenged 
the traditional system of resource 
allocation. In the 1980s, township 
enterprises buffeted conventional 
assignment system of industrial 
and agricultural resources and 
enlarged the percentage of re- 
sources under market regulation. 
This has promoted the develop-. 
ment of the market of production 
factors and speeded up the pro- 
cess of economic restructuring. 

Eighth, they have hastened the 
process of urbanization. Rural 
enterprises have fostered the 
prosperity of small towns. In the 
1980s, more than 10,000 towns 
were created and prospered due 
to the development of township 
enterprises. 

Ninth, they have broken down 
the traditional agricultural social 
structure and created a rural in- 
dustrial work force of nearly 
100 million. These farmers, after 
breaking out of the constraints of 
traditional agriculture, began to 
challenge conservative agricul- 
tural social patterns. With fresh 
ideas, insights and forms of be- 
haviour, they have created new 
social relationships which are 
suited to the commodity econ- 
omy. 

Tenth, they have become an 
important factor in transforming 
a just coping Chinese society into 
a well-off one. Now China boasts 
18.2 million large and medium- 
sized rural enterprises with an 
annual output value of 700 bil- 


| lion yuan. They have staffed 


themselves with more than 1.3 
million technicians. According to 
the forecasts of experts, at today’s 
speed of development, rural en- 
terprises will share an equal per- 
centage with state-owned enter- 
prises by the end of this century 
and play a significant role in the 
great transformation of Chinese 
society. 

(April 25, 1991) 
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FROM THE CHINESE PRESS 


Difficulties in 
Enterprise Reform 


SHANGHAI GONGYE JINGJI BAO 
(Shanghai Industrial Economic Post) 


S ome entrepreneurs argue 


there are many difficulties 

in implementing further 
reforms in Chinese enterprises. 
The following are the main 
points: 

First, reform efforts have not 
been synchronized. Due to eith- 
er the experimental nature of 
the reform in the initial stages, 
and the difficulty or lack of 
reform efforts, the decade-long 
restructuring has resulted in a 
complex situation. While enter- 
prises have initiated improve- 
ments, their higher-level ad- 
ministrative organs have not. 
In other cases businesses have 
been revamped but various re- 
gulations and documents have 
remained unchanged. Various 
undertakings have moved on to 
the path of reform but others lag 
behind. This has led to some 
enterprises having to carry on 
their fight for progress in isola- 
tion. 

Second, there is no consensus 
on how to carry out the re- 
form. Some people are enthu- 
siastic about and support the re- 
form only because it leads to an 
increase in personal incomes. 
They take a cool attitude to 
or are even against the reform 
when it calls for personal sacrif- 
ices (including those of material 
returns, social status and envi- 
ronmental conditions). 

Third, the reform climate in- 
side enterprises has changed. 
Some entrepreneurs have been 
so busy with the struggle for the 
survival of their businesses and 
the welfare of their staff that 
they have spared no time for 
reforms. 

Fourth, some enterprise lead- 
ers are susceptible to short-term 
planning. Faced by constraints 
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of time, they incline to take a 
cautious attitude and lack the 
pioneering spirit. They prefer to 
follow rather than to lead and 
the present to the future. 

(May 31, 1991) 


Cadres: Younger and 
Better Educated 


WENHUI BAO 
(Wenhui Daily) 


ple put forward by the CPC 

Central Committee that the 
official ranks should be “revolu- 
tionized, and made more youth- 
ful, knowledgeable and special- 
ized,” 15 million people have 
since 1978 been promoted to 
leadership at various levels. As 
a result, the total number of 
cadres throughout the country 
reaches 33 million, 90.7 percent 
more than 1978. 

A great number of cadres 
promoted since 1978 are activ- 
ists who cut a brilliant figure 
during the reform and open- 
ing up. 

Of those promoted since 1978, 
people with college level educa- 
tion or above account for 32 per- 
cent of the total. The propor- 
tion of young leaders has grown 
greatly. Those with special tech- 
nological training are up to 
24.37 million. 


I: accordance with the princi- 


(June 7, 1991) 


Elders Enjoy Priority in 
Kunming 


ZHONGGUO FUNU BAO 
(Chinese Women Weekly) 


arly this year, the munici- 
EK pal government of Kunm- 
ing City, located in Chi- 
na’s southwest Yunnan Prov- 
ince, released a notice which 
said citizens reaching 70 year of 
age can apply for “priority certi- 
ficates.” The service includes: 
Immediate registration at hos- 


pitals along with medical ad- 
vice, prescription and hospitali- 
zation; 

Use of parks and city recrea- 
tional facilities free of charge; 

Shopping advice in stores; 

Regularly deliveries of grain 
and coal; 

Home posting of annuities; 

Help in the purchase of trans- 
port tickets; 

Now, the lower echelons have 
begun the service according to 
the notice. 

(April 22, 1991) 


China to Develop 
High-Speed Railways 


SHENGHUO BAO 
(Livelihood Newspaper) 


onstruction of a 200-km 

per hour high-speed rail- 

way has already been set 
as a key technological project 
for the Eighth Five-Year Plan 
(1991-95) by China’s Ministry 
of Railways. 

According to experts, present- 
ly it is necessary to start re- 
search and development of rail- 
ways providing for speed of over 
200 kilometres an hour and to 
strive for the building of the 
first segment of such a high- 
speed railway in the year 2000. 
The work should be based on 
China’s basic conditions, such as 
its natural resources, human po- 
pulation and the potential 
strength of the economy to 
transform the existing backward 
state: shortage of rail way trans- 
port facilities with their low 
load capacity. 

The specialists propose the 
first 200-km an hour line should 
be from Beijing to Shanghai. 
China’s Ministry of Railways 
has, in recent years, already be- 
gun to transform the 160-km per 
hour quasi-high-speed rail line 
between Guangzhou and Shen- 
zhen as a foundation for high- 
speed railway construction. 

(June 2) 
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Omani Cultural Week in China 


consisting of as many as 1,000 


his year’s July 1 saw the | erful fleet in the Indian Ocean, 
I tenth anniversary of the 


sailing from the Sultanate 
of Oman to Guangzhou in 1981 
of the Sohar, a full-scale replica 
of an ancient wooden ship. To 
mark the event, the government 
of Oman sent a cultural delega- 
tion headed by Faisal Bin Ali 
Al-Said, minister of national her- 
itage and culture, to China to 
hold an Omani Cultural Week 
and a series of activities in Bei- 
jing and Guangzhou. 

On November 23, 1980, the 
Sohar, named after Sohar City, 
one of the most prosperous trade 
ports in ancient Oman, started its 
6,000-nautical mile adventurous 
sea voyage at Muscat, the capital 
of Oman. After over 220 days it 
finally reached Guangzhou on 
July 1, 1981. 

This historic voyage was spon- 
sored by the Omani government. 
The Sohar sailed along ancient 
navigation routes to test the 
plausibility of the story related 
in the classic One Thousand 
and One Arabian Nights about 
Sinbdad the sailor’s journey to 
Guangzhou. 

Such an idea was first con- 
ceived by Sim Severin, an Irish 
writer and explorer who became 
the captain of the Sohar. The 
ship was fastened by ropes, with- 
out the use of a single nail. The 
crew included 32 people, most of 
whom were seamen from Oman. 
They were required to eat a diet 
similar to that of the seaman of 
earlier times such as Arab cakes 
and native fruits. A detailed and 
fascinating account of the trip 
can be found in Sim Severin’s 
The Sinbdad Voyage. 

Oman, located in the low- 
er end of the Arab Peninsu- 
la, played an important role in 
the history of the internation- 
al sea trade. Formerly it had a 
flourishing ship-building indus- 
try and boasted of the most pow- 
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ships. Sohar City used to be 
called the Gateway to China. At 
the Omani Arts Exhibition in 
the Hall of the Working People’s 
Cultural Palace, Chinese viewers 
can glimpse the navigational and 
ship-building past of Oman, and 
see models of the Sohar and the 
Sultanah, which in 1892 was the 
first Arab ship to reach the Un- 
ited. States. 

The exhibition also displays 
Omani publications, handicrafts, 
manuscripts of the Holy Koran 
and aromatic gum. An air of 
mystery emanates from the exhi- 
bits and the Omani folk songs 
and dances. 

Faisal Bin Ali Al-Said was 
warmly received by the late 
Chairman Mao Zedong and Pre- 
mier Zhou Enlai when he visit- 
ed China in 1959. At the Omani 
Cultural Lecture this year, he 
made a speech on exchange be- 
tween China and Oman. Yuan 
Lulin, former Chinese ambassa- 
dor to Oman, also gave a detailed 
report on Omani culture. 

The beginning of Sino-Omani 
trade can be traced back to the 
eighth century when the com- 
mercial ships of Oman carried 
goods to Indian ports from where 
Chinese ships would transport 
them to Guangzhou. According 
to historical records, during the 
period from the seventh to the 
12th century, numerous Arab 
merchants including many from 
Oman reached Guangzhou and 
other areas in southern China. 
The Huaisheng Mosque and the 
Qingjing Mosque in Guangzhou 
are two architectural structures 
erected by Arab Muslims of the 
time. Sheikh Abdulla of Sohar 
who spent a decade in China as 
head of a trade mission in the 
I5th century was received by the 
Emperor Shenzhong of the Song 
Dynasty. The monarch presented 


him with a white horse and sad- 
die on his departure from China. 
The great Chinese navigator 
Zheng He of the Ming Dynas- 
ty (1368-1644) ventured to the 
Dhofar area three times. 

A number of Omani place 
names such as Dhofar and Sohar 
appear in the Description of For- 
eign States written by the 
Chinese historian Zhao Rushi 
of the Southern Song Dynasty 
(1127-1279). The work contains 
detailed descriptions of the life 
of the Omani people. During the 
Tang Dynasty, China began to 
import large quantities of aro- 
matic gum to be used in cere- 
monies and religious activities. 
The gum was produced in the 
Dhofar region in southern Oman 
where large and strange-shaped 
aromatic trees can still be seen. 
The ancient route for aromatic 
transport was called the Gum 
Road, and was as famous as Chi- 
na’s Silk Road. 

Before 1970, Oman had no di- 
plomatic relations with other 
countries. Even in the capital, 
people stuck to their traditional 
life styles. When Qaboos bin Said 
Al Said, who was educated in the 
West, became Sultan, he gave 
first priority to the establishment 
of government links with China. 
In 1978, Oman and China esta- 
blished diplomatic relations and 
later the two countries signed a 
number of cultural, health and 
press co-operation programmes. 
China offered to build a textile 
factory and a porcelain plant for 
Oman and sent experts to super- 
vise the construction and opera- 
tion of the two projects. Faisal 
said he was deeply impressed by 
the talent and hard work of the 
Chinese experts. 

This October, He Jingzhi, act- 
ing cultural minister of China 
will pay a visit to Oman at the 
invitation of the Omani govern- 
ment. A Chinese folk art troupe 
will accompany him. Also sched- 
uled are visits of other Chinese 
artistic troupes. 

by Lou Linwei 
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China Holds Spanish 
Film Retrospective 


he first Spanish Film Retros- 

pective Show in China, spon- 

sored by the China Film Li- 
brary, is touring several major 
Chinese cities including Bei- 
jing, Shanghai, Guangzhou and 
Changchun in July and August. 

This show presents 20 feature 
films including Mujeres al boyde 
de un ataque de nervios, Mama 
cumple cien anosy, and Demonio en 
el jardin. According to Fu Yuchen, 
deputy-director of the Foreign 
Film Section of the China Film 
Research Centre, who was respon- 
sible for the selection of the mov- 
ies, the great majority of the 20 
films represent Spanish works of 
the 1980s. The sponsor has given 
priority to films that depict impor- 
tant social events and those that 
have won international awards, 
especially movies directed by such 
Spanish film giants as Luis Bun- 
uel, Carlos Saura and Pedro Armo- 
dovar. Their works provide the 
audience with an outline of the 
development of the Spanish film 
industry. 

Spain has a film production his- 
tory of nearly a century. Owing to 
the efforts of several generations 
of outstanding film makers, Span- 
ish film has made great progress in 
many aspects including form, sub- 
ject, language, philosophy and 
aesthetics. In the past ten years, 
the Spanish film industry has be- 
gun to exert an increasing influ- 
ence on world cinema. 

However, most Chinese know 
little about Spanish films. Al- 
though there was a Spanish film 
week in China several years ago, 
ordinary Chinese are more likely 
to associate Spanish culture and 
art with the passionate flameco 
dance, the bravery of bullfighters, 
and the paintings of Goya and Pi- 
casso. Teng Jinxian, director of the 
Film Bureau of the Ministry of 
Radio, Television and Film, said, 
“Spain is the third biggest movie 
producer in Europe and its films 
can teach us a great deal. This re- 
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trospective show offers us a good 
opportunity and benefits both 
Chinese film makers and ordinary 
audiences.” Teng continued that 
since the implementation of the 
reform and open-door policy, 
Chinese films have begun to enter 
the world and become more in- 
fluential. “We must continue to 
expand our contact and exchange 
with our foreign counterparts, in- 
troducing worthy foreign films to 
China and good Chinese films 
abroad,” Teng added. 

Over the past ten years, the 
China Film Library has held re- 
trospective shows covering over a 
dozen countries including Britain, 
France, the United States and Ja- 
pan. 

by Hong Lanxing 


Promising National 
Ballet 


he three-act ballet perform- 

| ance Wild Geese Fly South, 

presented recently by the 

Central Ballet Ensemble, greatly 
entranced audience. 

Thematically, this is a modern 
ballet set in the War of Resistance 
Against Japan (1937-45). A coun- 
try widow, Yuzhen by name, saves 
a wounded armyman Wei De- 
sheng. The two fall in love. How- 
ever, instead of becoming absorbed 
in their affair, the soldier returns 
to his regiment to aid the driving 
out of the Japanese invaders from 
China. The lovers agree to meet 
when peace returns and when the 
northern wild geese fly back from 
the south. 

Compared with Ode to Yimeng 
Mountain, a ballet on a similar 
theme produced by the same en- 
semble in the 1970s, Wild Geese 
Fly South gives fuller play to the 
sentiments between the hero and 
the heroine. 

The performance is not lacking 
in beauty. Both the pas de deux 
and the solos of the leading dan- 
cers are exquisite and graceful. 
And, while the male group dances 
were forceful, the performances of 
women display great delicacy in, 


for instance, the prologue, “Dance 
of Snowflakes.” “Mountain Flow- 
ers in Full Bloom” in the first act . 
when Yuzhen is longing for love 
and “Girls of Red Maple Leaves” 
in the epilogue reveal the feelings 
of the main characters and give a 
special romantic atmosphere to the 
presentation. 

The action shifts in time and 
space. In the prologue, as Yuzhen 
is pulling the wounded soldier on a 
sleigh through the heavy snow, the 
semi-conscious Wei thinks he is 
still on the battlefield. At the same 
time, two platforms showing dif- 
ferent times and places appear on 
the stage. One shows the present 
and the other the illusion battle- 
field. The natural use of this tech- 
nique successfully strengthened 
the performance’s dramatic effect. 

A sharp contrast of colours helps 
the build up to the climax. The 
prologue is set in the whirling snow 
of a severe winter. The first act is 
an enchanting spring scene in Yu- 
zhen’s house. The second act is the 
gruesome ground where the Ja- 
panese enslave their captives. In 
the third act and the epilogue, the 
lighting changes to a bright but 
slightly melancholy autumn. ~ 

The music, written by the 
well-known ballet composer Liu 
Tingyu, is another element in the 
performance’s success. For the sol- 
dier there is a firm and unyielding 
march rhythm while for Yuzhen, 
the tone is melodious and unso- 
phisticated. 

Wang Caijun and Wang Shan 
played the hero and heroine. Be- 
fore the Wild Geese, they had 
danced the roles of Chinese and 
foreigners in many traditional and 
modern batiets. 

Li Chengxiang, head of the Cen- 
tral Ballet Ensemble and one of the, 
drama’s. playwrights, said, “Com- 
pared with foreign ballet or bal- 
let on mythical themes, modern 
Chinese ballet is more difficult to 
produce.” However, he thinks the 
national ballet is promising, ad- 
ding “the success of Wild Geese 
has consolidated our confidence.” 

by Feng Jing 
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Dream Has Come True 


n July 13, in the morn- 
Oke mist, 26 members 

of the Spanish Mad- 
rid Deaf-Mute Association 
reached the Great Wall, ful- 
filling a long-held wish. 

It is said that you won’t be 
considered great if you have 
not been to the Great Wall. 
The 26 persons divided into 
five groups and in no time 
mingled with the human wave 
on the Great Wall. The wall 
has a long history of over 
2,000 years stretching from 
when it was first constructed 
in the 7th century BC to its 
completion in the 16th centu- 
ry. If all the sections built by 
past dynasties were added to- 
gether, the total length would 
stretch to over 50,000 km, or 


TOURISM 


one full circle round the equa- 
tor, so it is called the “10,000-Zi 
Great Wall” (two /i equals one 
km). 

Statistics show more than 2 
million people, including over 
200,000 foreign tourists, visit 
the Great Wall at Badaling 


annually. Nearly all state 


leaders and noted figures 
from abroad take in the gran- 
deur of the Great Wall there. 

At 1:30 pm the 26 members 
once again gathered at the 
foot of the Great Wall. Al- 
though they were hungry and 
tired, they showed by hand 
gestures that they were still 
full of zest. 

Margarita Sastre, host of 
the “Deaf-Mute” programme 
on Spanish TV said, “Before I 
came to China I imagined that 
the several-thousand-year-old 
Great Wall of China must be 


2nd Beancurd 
Festival 


he 2nd China Beancurd 
T Cultural Festival will be 
held on September 15-17 
in Huainan, Anhui Province. 
It is sponsored by the Minis- 
try of Commerce and Anhui 
provincial government. 
According to historical re- 
cords, beancurd was invented 
by Liu An, King of Huainan 
2,100 years ago. He produced 
beancurd accidentally when 
he was concocting “immortal- 
ity pills” for eternal life. Last 
year, people on both sides of 
the Taiwan Strait held the 
First China Beancurd Cultur- 
al Festival simultaneously in 
Beijing and Taibei. They de- 
cided to make September 15 


the annual occasion for the 
China Beancurd Cultural Fes- 
tival in honour of the inventor 
who was born on that day in 
1791. 

Today, this food has spread 
far and wide over the world 
causing a “beancurd craze.” 
It is reported that Japan sells 
over 100 million kg of bean- 
curd annually. The United 
States sold US$682 million 
worth of the product in 1988. 
The US Economic Outlook has 
predicted that in the coming 
ten years, the most successful 
market product would not be 
automobiles or electronics, 
but beancurd. More and more 
people acknowledge that 
beancurd is one of the most 
beneficial foods for health. 

Huainan is an up-to-date 
coalmining city with many 


very beautiful. After today’s 
climb, I know it really lives 
up to its reputation.” Another 
deaf-mute woman expressing 
her feelings through an inter- 
preter said, “It surprises me 
that the wall is so long I can’t 


“see the end.” 


Miguel Jimenes, one of the 
members, signed with beauti- 
ful hand movements, “This is 
the first time a Spanish deaf- 
mute tourist group has visited 
China. While here we have re- 
ceived an excellent reception 
and the people are very cour- 
teous. When we return to 
Spain, we will organize more 
deaf-mutes to visit China.” He 
said that after touring Bei- 
jing they would go to Xian, 
Nanjing, Shanghai, Hang- 
zhou, Guilin and Guangzhou. 

by Kou Zhengling 


historical spots and relics. 
Other events during the bean- 
curd cultural festival, apart 
from a beancurd cultural sym- 
posium and the Huai Nan Zi 
Academic Exchange Meeting, 
(Huai Nan Zi is a collection 
of eclectic works by Liu An 
and his followers on mainly 
Taoist thought), there will be 
a China Bean Products Fair, 
Golden Autumn Lantern Fes- 
tival, Evening Fireworks 
Gathering, and trade technol- 
ogy business talks. At the 
same time, the beancurd ori- 
gins tour, a Huaihe River 
cruise, and visits to Liu An’s 
Grave, the Pearl Spring, the 
Maoxian Cave and other scen- 
ic spots will also be of interest 
to tourists. 

by Jing Wei 
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Ni Jianming’s Paper 
Engravings 

Ni Jianming, born in Shanghai in 
1944, now works at the Wuhu Studio of 
Art and Calligraphy of Anhui Province. 
he not only specializes in paper engrav- 
ings, but endeavours to create new tech- 
niques for his compositions. 
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In order to cover more international 
markets, Beijing Jeep Corp. Ltd. and 
Chrysler have developed the right 
hand drive (RHD) model Jeep Chero- 
kee. 


The RHD Cherokee has all of the 
main features associated with jeep ve- 
hicles. It is an on-road, off-road, pas- 
senger and cargo vehicle, with two- 
wheel and four-wheel drive, that can 


go anywhere. Its many options can 
meet all of your driving requirements. 

This new model will be available 
for export from April 1992. 


Cherokee 


THE FAMOUS TRADE MARK OF 
A FOUR-WHEEL-DRIVE VEHICLE MANUFACTURER 


BEIJING JEEP CORPORATION. LTD 
Address: Chuiyangliu, Chaoyang District, 
Beijing, China 
Postcode: 100021 Cable: 1933 
Tel: 7712233 Telex: 20039 BJC CN 
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